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Abstract

In recent decades, globalisation has led to a decline in nationalism and a crisis
of civic identity among Generation Z. This study aims to analyse the
philosophical process underlying this phenomenon. This study uses an
integrative review of Google Scholar and Garuda, along with theoretical
frameworks including the theory of the nation-state, Benedict Anderson’s
theory of imagined communities, and Maurice Halbwachs’s theory of collective
memory. Previous studies have concluded that globalisation has led to a decline
in nationalism among Generation Z and have linked this decline to failures in
civic education. However, the philosophical process of how globalisation causes
this crisis has not been explored. This study explores this philosophical process

Z; globalisation; nationali : . . . :
 globatisation; nationalism using a theoretical framework. The analysis concludes that nationalism and

civic identity are products of national imagination, historical continuity, and the
inheritance of collective memory about national identity. However, in the digital
ecosystem, the dominance of global narratives interrupts this inheritance
process and even creates a transnational imagination. Philosophically, the
decline in nationalism and the crisis of civic identity among Generation Z stem
from the failure to inherit the collective memory of Indonesian national identity
within the digital ecosystem. To strengthen nationalism and rebuild civic
identity, it is necessary to revive the collective memory of Indonesian national
identity through the digital ecosystem, including various social media
platforms, so that Generation Z can inherit national identity memory smoothly
in the global digital ecosystem.

Article Link: https://journal.uny.ac.id/index.php/civics/article/view/96141

Introduction

Globalisation has both positive and negative impacts. One positive impact is easier access
to information from around the world. On the other hand, the unlimited flow of global
information can also negatively affect younger generations, especially Generation Z as digital
natives. Generation Z, born in the digital era, is indeed most vulnerable to the impacts of digital
globalisation.

Several studies have found that globalisation has shifted Generation Z’s value orientation
towards culture (foreign cultures are considered more modern and interesting than local
cultures), consumption patterns (foreign products are considered more attractive, relevant,
and modern than local products), and even changed their ideological orientation (Wulandari et
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al., 2021). The shift in ideological orientation among Generation Z is reinforced by research by
SETARA Institute (2019), which showed that 29.5% of students do not support non-Muslim
leaders, 23.5% agree with the establishment of an Islamic state, and 17.8% support the idea of
a caliphate. The infiltration of transnational radical Islamic ideology has also occurred on state
campuses in Indonesia through groups such as Salafi-Wahabi, Tarbiyah, and Tahririyah. At the
secondary school level, a survey of 947 high school students in major cities - including
Bandung, Bogor, Surabaya, Surakarta, and Padang - found that 56.3% of respondents agreed
that Islamic law should be the foundation of the state. More worryingly, 83.3% stated that other
ideologies could replace Pancasila (SETARA Institute, 2023). Exposure to digital globalisation
has resulted in a decline in nationalism among Generation Z (Ginting et al., 2023; Purwaningsih
& Kanukisya, 2023).

Globalisation not only erodes borders between countries but also changes cultural
orientations, consumption patterns, and political ideologies, leading to a decline in nationalism
and a citizenship crisis among Generation Z. Previous researchers have attributed this to
failures in civic education implementation and state education policies. However, previous
research does not explain the philosophical processes that cause this phenomenon. This study
fills this research gap by exploring the philosophical process of globalisation that has led to the
decline of nationalism and an identity crisis among Generation Z, drawing on the theoretical
frameworks of the nation-state, Benedict Anderson’s theory of imagined communities, and
Maurice Halbwachs'’s theory of collective memory, and recommends strategies to re-strengthen
nationalism and rebuild the civic identity of Generation Z in the era of globalisation.

Complementing the findings of previous research, based on the analysis of the framework
theories, the author found other aspects that have not been widely discussed by previous
researchers, namely: (1) The dominance of global narratives creates an ‘imaginary landscape’
that transcends national boundaries, influencing how Generation Z positions itself in the
national and global context, resulting in a crisis of national imagination that leads to a crisis of
nationalism and citizenship; (2) The dominance of global narratives over national narratives
and the inconsistency in how national narratives are packaged, accessed, and connected to the
life experiences of Generation Z have resulted in a break in the collective memory of Indonesia’s
national identity.

A national identity requires a continuous symbolic narrative to serve as collective
memory. However, the dominance of global narratives in the digital ecosystem has replaced
national narratives, disrupting historical heritage and the collective memory of national
identity grounded in Pancasila. This results in a crisis of national imagination that leads to a
crisis of nationalism and citizenship identity among Generation Z.

This study addresses the following research questions: (1) How has the process of
globalisation led to a decline in nationalism and civic identity among Generation Z? (2) What
strategies can re-strengthen nationalism and reconstruct the civic identity of Generation Z in
the era of globalisation? This research analyses how globalisation has led to a decline in
nationalism and civic identity among Generation Z and recommends strategies to re-strengthen
nationalism and reconstruct civic identity in the era of digital globalisation.

Method

This study used a qualitative literature review. A literature review is generally a
systematic way to collect and synthesise previous research (Baumeister & Leary, 1997). There
are three types of literature reviews: systematic literature reviews, semi-systematic reviews,
and integrative reviews (Snyder, 2019). This study employed the integrative review to assess,
critique, and synthesise previous research on the impact of globalisation on Generation Z’s
nationalism (Snyder, 2019). Literature searches using Google Scholar and Garuda databases,
selected based on inclusion and exclusion criteria, were then analysed thematically and
interpreted using nation-state theory, Benedict Anderson’s theory of imagined communities,
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and Maurice Halbwachs’s theory of collective memory. This study is divided into two parts:
first, conducting a literature review on the impact of digital globalisation on the decline of
nationalism among Generation Z in Indonesia. Second, analysing the literature review results
in light of theoretical frameworks. The integrative review followed these steps: a literature
search in Google Scholar and the Garuda database using the keywords globalisation,
nationalism, and Generation Z. Inclusion criteria included articles from 2020 to 2025, in
Indonesian and English, relevant to the research topic, and with an H-Index. Exclusion criteria
include articles outside 2020-2025, not in English or Indonesian, irrelevant to the research
topic, and without an H-Index. The initial Google Scholar search identified 1220 articles.
However, after filtering based on relevance, 32 articles remained. Meanwhile, a search in the
Garuda database initially identified 37 articles; after filtering, 14 articles remained. Data
extraction was based on the research objectives and key findings on the impact of globalisation
on Generation Z’s nationalism. The analysis was conducted using a thematic approach,
grouping the findings into three main themes: Generation Z, the influence of globalisation on
the decline of Generation Z nationalism, and strategies to strengthen nationalism and rebuild
civicidentity among Generation Z. The next step was to interpret the findings using nation-state
theory, Benedict Anderson’s theory of imagined communities, and Maurice Halbwachs’s theory
of collective memory.

Results and Discussion
Integrative review
Generation Z

The concept of 'generation’ is often used to refer to a group of people who share acommon
background and historical context (Jayatissa, 2023; Klimczuk, 2015). According to Siregar et al.
(2023), generations are often categorised by birth year: Traditionalists (1925-1945); Baby
Boomers (1946-1964); Generation X (1965-1980); Generation Y or Millennials (1981-1996);
and Generation Z (1997-2012). Generation Z currently constitutes the largest demographic
group in Indonesia, comprising 27.94% of the total population, or approximately 74.93 million
people (A’yun, 2025). There is no consensus on the exact birth dates of Generation Z members,
although estimates place them between the late 1990s and the mid-2000s (Klimczuk, 2015).
Pamungkas et al. (2023) state that they were born between 1995 and 2012. Regardless of when
it began, experts agree that this population is young and has never known life without
technology. This generation is the first to grow up entirely within the digital ecosystem.
Generation Z is the first true digital-native generation (Lanier, 2017). This makes them highly
tech-savvy, but also highly connected - and even dependent - on the digital space; access to the
internet, social media, and smart devices from an early age shapes their communication
patterns, learning, and identity construction. Generation Z typically gets their first mobile
phone around age 10 and spends at least 3 hours a day in front of a screen (Wajdi et al., 2024).

The impact of globalisation on Generation Z's nationalism and civic identity crisis

The pervasive influence of globalisation, which permeates every aspect of national life,
has eroded traditional symbols of Indonesian culture. This phenomenon has altered public
perceptions of nationalism and posed an additional threat to national identity. In the context of
digital globalisation, questions arise about nationalism and patriotism among Generation Z.
According to Wulandari et al. (2021), nationalism among Generation Z has become a pressing
need to filter the influence of globalisation. As digital natives, Generation Z is the group most
vulnerable to globalisation’s influence. The digital ecosystem, with its various social media
platforms, has given Generation Z a way to connect with others from various cultures,
backgrounds, and circumstances. Generation Z’s openness to diversity and easy access to global
information have both positive and negative aspects. This openness facilitates cross-cultural
learning and broadens horizons. However, without adequate information-filtering skills, the
flow of global information can also negatively impact individual development and national
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cohesion (Permatasari etal., 2023). Easy access to information and exposure to foreign cultures
have been shown to reduce national pride and cause an identity crisis, evidenced by Western
lifestyles, the decline of Pancasila values, and the weakening of traditional etiquette (Merina &
Djono, 2025). A study by Rochim and Agustama (2026) found that nationalism weakens
through a shift in values in the digital space, driven by repeated exposure to global popular
culture and reinforced by social media algorithms. The impact is seen in increasing xenophobia,
political apathy, weakening of cooperation practices, and an identity crisis among some
members of Generation Z.

Digital globalisation significantly weakens nationalism among Generation Z. Several
previous studies explain how globalisation channels the influence of foreign cultures and
technology, which leads to a decline in nationalism among Generation Z, and offer strategies to
strengthen national identity in a global context through Pancasila education and the Nusantara
insight (Arkan & Najicha, 2024). Foreign cultures have shifted Generation Z’s value orientation
towards culture, reflected in how they socialise and conduct daily activities (Pujasmara et al,,
2021). Pramudita (2024) documented the degradation of Pancasila values and the increasing
individualism and consumerism among youth. As noted, Generation Z has shifted its
orientation. Foreign culture is seen as more modern and attractive than local culture; foreign
products are seen as more attractive, relevant, and modern than local products (Asyahidah &
Dewi, 2022; Wulandari et al,, 2021). In fact, their ideological orientation has shifted: Pancasila
is no longer their sole ideological orientation; it can be replaced by the ideology of the caliphate
(SETARA Institute, 2019). Changes in Generation Z’s value orientation contribute to the decline
of nationalism and patriotism (Aulia & Dewi, 2022; Hidayat, 2023; Purwaningsih & Kanukisya,
2023) and erode the joints of national identity (Hasrian et al., 2024; Kurniawaty & Widayatmo,
2024). Digital globalisation does not directly ‘erase’ nationalism. Instead, it shifts through
changes in values, tastes, and lifestyles. However, the continued infiltration of global narratives
has led to a decline in nationalism (Purwaningsih & Kanukisya, 2023). This is especially true
for Generation Z, the largest group, comprising 27.94% of the total population, or
approximately 74.93 million people (A'yun, 2025). A strategy is needed to rebuild Generation
Z’s nationalism and civic identity.

Strategies to address the decline of nationalism and the civic crisis among Generation Z

The decline in nationalism and the civic identity crisis among Generation Z have become
a significant concern in contemporary academic discourse. Various studies have been
conducted, providing recommendations and pedagogical approaches to address this problem
through citizenship education grounded in Pancasila values (Ariyanti et al., 2025; Arkan &
Najicha, 2024; Barmuddin et al., 2025; Hamidah et al., 2025; Nurhasanah et al., 2024; Satar et
al, 2022). Implementing Pancasila values fosters nationalist awareness and strengthens
nationalism among Generation Z (Asyahidah & Dewi, 2022). Therefore, Pancasila must be a
driving force in strengthening nationalism in the era of globalisation (Hidayat, 2023; Tarigan et
al, 2022). According to Nada et al. (2021) and Fahira and Dewi (2022), Pancasila is also
important in everyday life because it serves as an ideology and a guideline for Indonesian
people. Besides the pedagogical approach to strengthen nationalism among Generation Z, other
researchers ensure the preservation of cultural values and national integrity in the digital era
(Luhendra, 2025; Puspita et al., 2025), integrating theory, practical engagement, and instilling
Pancasila values in civic education (Nurfalah, 2024; Purwadi et al., 2024). Hasibuan (2026) and
Purwaningsih and Kanukisya (2023) emphasise the need to strengthen character education in
family and school environments. According to Angelia et al. (2024), to increase Generation Z’s
sense of love for the homeland, the government needs a policy to provide systematic national
defence education for the younger generation.

Furthermore, citizenship education also needs to be more contextually aligned with this
generation’s digital experience. According to research conducted by Shobariyah and Darmawan
(2025), digital media significantly enriches historical understanding, develops students’
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analytical skills, and fosters values of nationalism and patriotism. Digital media can increase
learning motivation and provide a more flexible, engaging, and accessible learning experience,
helping students understand history more enjoyably and effectively. Therefore, it is necessary
to strengthen digital literacy (Kusumaningrum & Sulistyaningsih, 2021; Suhaida et al., 2025)
such as building historical websites as a medium for studying the nation’s historical struggles
to develop critical thinking (Alfaqi, 2016; Hariyanto et al., 2020); adaptive and creative
citizenship education through digital platforms (Merina & Djono, 2025), utilising digital media
to revive patriotism (Hasibuan, 2026), and revitalising local culture through digital innovation
(Barmuddin et al., 2025). Permatasari et al. (2023) emphasise using various social media
platforms to introduce national culture and instil patriotism and nationalism. Rochim and
Agustama (2026) proposed that strengthening identity resilience needs to be done through
three main strategies: (1) digital-based and contextual Civic and Pancasila Education renewal,
(2) strengthening critical digital literacy as a filter for global values, and (3) involving
Generation Z as local cultural creators in the digital space. This strategy is considered the most
relevant for maintaining Generation Z nationalism amid the current tide of globalisation.

In summary, globalisation, particularly its digital ecosystem, has significantly weakened
nationalism among Generation Z. This digital generation, growing up in an era of seamless
digital connectivity, continuously negotiates identity, culture, social values, and even ideology
across media platforms, leading to a more transnational identity. They continuously negotiate
their identities through cross-border interactions, thus transcending conventional nationalism.
The rapid pace of globalisation has implications for culture and nationalism, leading to a decline
in cultural and nationalistic attachment among younger generations, especially Generation Z.
The influx of diverse foreign cultures attracts the younger generation, encouraging them to
learn and apply these new cultures in their daily lives, often at the expense of local culture. All
of this leads to a decline in nationalism and a crisis of national identity among Generation Z. To
address this crisis of nationalism and civic identity, researchers propose several strategies,
including reinforcing civic and character education grounded in Pancasila values and
implementing systematic national defence education for Generation Z.

Furthermore, because Generation Z is highly engaged in the digital ecosystem and uses
social media for self-expression and identity negotiation, strategies can involve leveraging
these platforms to promote national values and culture in engaging, relevant ways. This implies
that traditional methods may be ineffective and strategies must align with how Generation Z
interacts with the world, namely, through digital platforms. Therefore, civic education,
character education, and national defence education must be carried out not only
conventionally but also through digital platforms, in line with Generation Z’s status as digital
natives.

Theoretical framework
Nation-state theory

Scholars divide the definition of the nation-state into two dominant paradigms
(Goodblatt, 2006; Heywood, 2019). A nation is called a cultural community because it is formed
by similarities in ethnicity, language, ancestry, religion, and historical continuity; and a nation
is called a political community because it is formed by political agreement, not by the
homogeneity of its citizens (Heywood, 2019; Suryana & Dewi, 2021). Shared ethnic, cultural,
and religious identities (a cultural community) make them stronger than nations formed by
political agreements (Fukuyama, 2018; Herder, 1784-1791/1968; Smith, 1979). Unlike
nations as cultural communities, nations as political communities define membership through
shared political commitment and citizenship. Loyalty is directed towards political consensus
and constitutional order, not towards primordial identity (Heywood, 2019). In this definition,
a nation is a group of people bound together as fellow citizens, who must prioritise loyalty as
citizens over ethnic identity.
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National identity is the sense of belonging and connection an individual has to their
country and nation (Smith, 1979). This psychological bond is often referred to as rasa
handarbeni, a sense of belonging as part of the nation (Supratikno, 2023). National identity
becomes meaningful only through distinction from others. Every identity, including national
identity, develops in response to the ‘other’, which is often perceived as the greatest threat to
the nation’s survival. This means the term ‘Other’ is related to the spirit of nationalism among
citizens. Nationalism grows when its members share a sense of belonging to their national
identity. It becomes the ‘collective memory’ of all citizens, implying a strong connection
between the individual and the larger community or national identity (Triandafyllidou, 1998).
National identity requires symbolic continuity passed down through narratives, myths, and
collective memory. If this inheritance is disrupted, national identity weakens (Grosby, 2005).

Anderson’s theory of imagined communities

Anderson begins his theory of imagined communitiesby asserting that national values, or
nationhood, are the most universally valid. Although the concepts of the nation-state and
nationalism remain debated, Anderson traces how a nation came into being. Anderson (2006)
states that nationhood and nationalism are cultural artefacts of a particular kind. To understand
them, we must consider how they emerged in history, how their meanings have changed over
time, and why they hold such profound emotional legitimacy today.

Anderson explores the root causes of a nation’s formation: first, its religious roots. A
religious community with a single sacred language fosters a sense of nationhood; second,
dynastic roots. A nation is formed within a long and complex historical context. This dynastic
realm marks the initial stage in the development of the nation. Third, print capitalism. The
advent of the printing press influenced the production and distribution of ideas through
language, expressed in books, newspapers, novels, and other forms of communication.
Capitalism and technology expanded language, enabling new forms of imagined communities
and setting the stage for modern nations (Anderson, 2006).

Anthropologically, Anderson (2006) defines a nation as an ‘imagined community’. It is
called ‘imaginary’ because the people within it may not know each other personally, yet they
nonetheless share a sense of togetherness and connection as a nation. Nations are socially
constructed through shared narratives, language, symbols, education, and media. Within them,
people feel a sense of connectedness and togetherness (Anderson, 2006).

The nation is imagined as limited because even the largest nation, which may encompass
a billion people, has finite, though elastic, boundaries beyond which other nations exist. No
nation imagines itself as aligned with humanity. Even the most messianic nationalists do not
dream of a day when all members of humanity will join their nation (Anderson, 2006). The state
is imagined as a community because the nation has always been understood as a profound
horizontal brotherhood. Ultimately, this brotherhood has allowed so many millions of people
to be willing to die for this limited imagination. Anderson believes that the roots of an answer
lie in the cultural foundations of nationalism (Anderson, 2006).

Maurice Halbwachs’s theory of collective memory

Collective memory is a group’s shared recollection of history and experiences. Social
identity is formed through the construction of shared memory. Collective memory
recontextualises the past into the present or interprets it from a present perspective. Collective
memory enables individuals to recognise and understand themselves and their social
community. Memory is not only individual but also socially constructed through family,
education, and state institutions. A person is never separate from their social environment.
Shared symbols, rituals, and narratives form the framework that supports collective memory
(Halbwachs, 1992). In the context of nationality, collective memory underpins national identity.
The historical narrative of the nation’s struggle, state symbols, and the community’s collective
experiences shape a shared awareness of ‘who we are’ as a nation. When the transmission of
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this collective memory weakens - because social interaction patterns change - the continuity
of national identity can also erode. A community’s collective identity depends on the continuity
of memory, awareness, and the group’s willingness to maintain it. Collective memory shapes
how a society perceives itself and operates within the social system (Halbwachs, 1950/1980).
Each nation’s awareness of its unique past is instilled through stories, myths, and history. When
understandings of the past become part of the present, this aspect of time is unique to that
nation and is known as ‘temporal depth’. These memories contribute to an individual’s sense of
self. These memories define a person’s sense of self. This is called collective consciousness.
Collective memory, also referred to as ‘memory communities’, connects individuals to a
collective identity (Halbwachs, 1950/1980). History is the collective memory of major events
that are archived and continually repeated, retold, and embodied as a way of remembering
those events so that others, both contemporaries and subsequent generations, also know about
them. Collective memory helps us understand the difference between citizens and non-citizens.
Collective memory becomes part of each citizen’s civic identity and must be passed down from
generation to generation (Grosby, 2005).

Discussion

The global digital ecosystem, with its various social media platforms, has enabled
Generation Z to connect with others from diverse cultures, backgrounds, and even ideologies.
They continuously negotiate their identities through cross-border interactions, transcending
conventional nationalism. In the digital era, social media and other digital platforms have
become new arenas for articulating and negotiating national identities. Digital media has
created a space where Generation Z consumes more global narratives than national ones. The
dominance of global narratives, which have replaced national narratives, has transformed
Generation Z’s cultural orientations, consumption patterns, and even political ideologies,
creating a transnational imaginary. Anderson (2006) conceptualised the nation as an ‘imagined
community’. It is called ‘imaginary’ because members of a nation may not know each other
personally, but they still share a sense of togetherness and connectedness as a nation. Nations
are socially constructed through narratives, language, symbols, education, and print media.
Print capitalism once played a crucial role in shaping national imaginaries, but in today’s digital
ecosystem, digital media plays a more significant role. As Appadurai (1996) argues, global flows
of information, technology, and ideas can create transnational ‘imaginary landscapes’ that
transcend national boundaries and influence individual imaginations and positions within both
national and global contexts. The process of ‘imagining’ becomes ambivalent between national
and transnational imaginations, giving rise to a crisis of national imagination that impacts the
decline of nationalism and a crisis of citizenship among Generation Z.

Furthermore, based on the nation-state theory, which divides the nation into two models:
the nation as a cultural community and the nation as a political community (Goodblatt, 2006;
Heywood, 2019), a nation is called a cultural community because it is formed by homogeneity
in ethnicity, language, ancestry, religion, and historical continuity; and a nation is called a
political community because it is formed by political agreement, not by the homogeneity of its
citizens (Heywood, 2019). Socio-historically, Indonesia was not formed through ethnic or
religious homogeneity but through political consensus. Indonesian citizens have two identities:
first, an ethnic or primordial identity. From these primordial identities, they formed a shared
identity as a nation, namely Indonesia, grounded on Pancasila, a state foundation that can unite
all of Indonesia’s citizens (Titaley, 2013). A national identity grounded in Pancasila requires a
continuous symbolic narrative to serve as collective memory. However, the dominance of global
narratives in the digital ecosystem has replaced national narratives, leading to the collapse of
historical heritage and the collective memory of national identity. According to Halbwachs
(1992), collective memory is part of every citizen’s civic identity and must therefore be
transmitted from one generation to the next. When this transmission weakens because social
interaction patterns change, the continuity of national identity can also erode. The decline of
nationalism and the national identity crisis among Generation Z are more due to the severance
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of historical heritage and the collective memory of Indonesia’s national identity rooted in the
Pancasila ideology, resulting from the dominance of global (transnational) narratives over
national narratives in the digital ecosystem.

Most previous studies have found that globalisation causes a decline in nationalism and
have associated this decline with the failure of civic education and educational policies.
Therefore, most researchers propose strategies to address this by strengthening civic
education based on the implementation of Pancasila through digital media in accordance with
the characteristics of Generation Z. Complementing these findings, by referring to Benedict
Anderson’s theory of imagined communities, the theory of the nation-state, and Maurice
Halbwachs’s theory of collective memory, the author concludes that the decline in nationalism
and the crisis of civic identity are caused by the failure of historical inheritance and collective
memory of national identity based on Pancasila as a result of the dominance of global narratives
that replace national narratives among Generation Z. The dominance of global narratives in the
global digital ecosystem breaks this inheritance process, even creating a transnational identity
imagination that has an impact on the decline of nationalism and the crisis of civic identity
among Generation Z. Therefore, in the strategy to strengthen nationalism and rebuild civic
identity among Generation Z, the author emphasises the importance of reviving the collective
memory of national identity rooted in Pancasila through the digital ecosystem, including
various social media platforms. Because Generation Z is a digital native, social media platforms
are crucial for strengthening the national narrative, rebuilding the national imagination, and
ensuring the inheritance of collective historical memory and the smooth formation of
Indonesian national identity based on Pancasila among Generation Z.

Conclusion

The author concludes that the decline of nationalism and the identity crisis among
Generation Z can be explained as follows. In the era of globalisation, the digital ecosystem has
become a space for negotiating discourse, culture, ideology, and identity. In the global digital
ecosystem, national narratives are no longer the only way Generation Z defines their identity.
The dominance of global narratives over national narratives creates a transnational ‘imaginary
landscape’ among Generation Z, resulting in a crisis of national imagination, a decline in
nationalism, and a crisis of civic identity.

Furthermore, the dominance of global narratives over national narratives, and
inconsistencies in how national narratives are packaged, accessed, and connected to Generation
Z’s lived experiences, also disrupt the process of inheriting the collective memory of Indonesian
national identity based on Pancasila. Therefore, building on strategies proposed by previous
researchers, the author emphasises the importance of revitalising and sustaining the process
of inheriting the collective memory of Indonesian national identity based on Pancasila among
Generation Z in the global digital ecosystem.

Inheriting collective memory is not simply ‘repeating the past’, but making it relevant,
alive, and contextual. Some concrete steps to transfer the collective memory of Pancasila-based
national identity to Generation Z: (1) revitalising Pancasila-based national identity through
reinterpretation, not just memorisation. Instead of memorising principles or history, Pancasila
values need to be reread in the current context by using the digital ecosystem, including social
media platforms such as Instagram, TikTok, Twitter, Facebook, podcasts, and others. Through
contextual rereading, the collective memory of Generation Z’s national identity is re-
strengthened, and its citizenship identity is slowly re-established; (2) bringing history to life
through experiences, such as visiting historical monuments. In the digital ecosystem,
developing a digital history museum is one solution. Collective memory becomes stronger
through experiences, both on-site and digital.

In conclusion, collective memory cannot be forced through nostalgia or doctrine. It must
be brought to life through experience, relevance, active participation, and digital technology,
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involving not only schools but also families and communities. If Generation Z feels ‘this is part
of their lives’, not just a relic of the past, then nationalism will grow more organically, and their
civic identity will be rebuilt. To strengthen the study's findings, the author recommends field
research on how Generation Z implements the inheritance of collective memory of Indonesian
national identity based on Pancasila in the global digital ecosystem.

Authors’ contributions

Agus Supratikno is the sole author of this article and was responsible for its
conceptualisation, literature review, analysis and writing.

Competing interests
The author does not have any potential conflicts of interest to disclose.
Acknowledgements

[ acknowledge using Al (ChatGPT) to improve grammar in some manuscripts. [ thank
Satya Wacana Christian University for supporting this publication through the Writers Camp
2025 programme.

Funding Statement

This research did not receive funding.
Ethics Approval

This is a literature study; therefore, no ethical approval is required.
References

Alfaqi, M. Z. (2016). Melihat sejarah nasionalisme Indonesia untuk memupuk sikap kebangsaan
generasi muda [Looking at the history of Indonesian nationalism to foster the national
attitude of the younger generation]. Jurnal Civics: Media Kajian Kewarganegaraan, 13(2),
209-216. https://doi.org/10.21831 /civics.v13i2.12745

Anderson, B. (2006). /magined communities: Reflections on the origin and spread of
nationalism (Rev. ed.). Verso.

Angelia, 1., Anggreni, S., Indrawadi, ]., & Fatimah, F. (2024). The role of national defense
education in fostering love for the homeland among Generation Z. Journal of Moral and
Civic Education, 8(2), 276-287. https://doi.org/10.24036/8851412822024839

Appadurai, A. (1996). Modernity at large: Cultural dimensions of globalization. University of
Minnesota Press.

Ariyanti, S., Hawa, G. 1., Ardiyanti, D. K., & Sami’an. (2025). Cultivating Generation Z’s sense of
nationalism in the era of globalization through the implementation of Pancasila. Civi/ and
Military Cooperation Journal, 2(1), 1-6.
https://journal.civiltary.com/index.php/civiltary/article/view /15

Arkan, N. F., & Najicha, F. U. (2024). Membangun kembali rasa nasionalisme di generasi muda
[Rebuilding a sense of nationalism among the younger generation]. Jurnal Pendidikan
Kewarganegaraan Undiksha, 12(1), 18-27. https://doi.org/10.23887 /jpku.v12i1.53117

Asyahidah, N. L., & Dewi, D. A. (2022). Implementasi nilai-nilai Pancasila dalam menumbuhkan
kesadaran nasionalisme pada generasi muda di era globalisasi [Implementing Pancasila
values to foster nationalist awareness among the younger generation in the era of
globalisation]. Jurnal Pendidikan Tambusai, 6(2), 9901-9908.
https://doi.org/10.31004 /jptam.v6i2.3988

Aulia, A.S., & Dewi, D. A. (2022). Peran Pancasila dalam menumbuhkan kesadaran nasionalisme
dan patriotisme generasi muda di era globalisasi [The role of Pancasila in fostering

https://journal.uny.ac.id/index.php/civics/index | 923



https://journal.uny.ac.id/index.php/civics/index
https://doi.org/10.21831/civics.v13i2.12745
https://doi.org/10.24036/8851412822024839
https://journal.civiltary.com/index.php/civiltary/article/view/15
https://doi.org/10.23887/jpku.v12i1.53117
https://doi.org/10.31004/jptam.v6i2.3988

Supratikno

nationalism and patriotism among the younger generation in the era of globalisation].
Journal on Education, 4(4), 1097-1102. https://doi.org/10.31004 /joe.v4i4.514

A'yun, M. Q. (2025, February 5). Memahami Generasi Z: Tantangan, perilaku, dan peluang
[Understanding Generation Z: Challenges, behaviour and opportunities]. Badan Pusat
Statistik Kabupaten Gorontalo.
https://gorontalokab.bps.go.id/id/news/2025/02/05/30/memahami-generasi-z--
tantangan--perilaku--dan-peluang.html

Barmuddin, Satyadharma, M., Silondae, T. T. A., & Prasetyo, E. W. (2025). Kajian literatur
terhadap penurunan semangat nasionalisme dan rasa cinta budaya generasi muda akibat
globalisasi [A literature review of the decline in nationalism and cultural attachment
among the younger generation due to globalisation]. Jurnal Pendidikan dan Pembelajaran,
4(2),2063-2069. https://doi.org/10.70294 /juperan.v4i02.1593

Baumeister, R. F., & Leary, M. R. (1997). Writing narrative literature reviews. Review of General
Psychology, 1(3), 311-320. https://doi.org/10.1037/1089-2680.1.3.311

Fahira, H., & Dewi, D. A. (2022). Menerapkan nilai-nilai Pancasila di era globalisasi pada
generasi muda dengan mempertahankan sikap nasionalisme [Applying Pancasila values
among the younger generation in the era of globalisation by maintaining nationalist
attitudes]. Jurnal Pendidikan Tambusai, 6(2), 10780-10784.
https://doi.org/10.31004 /jptam.v6i2.4136

Fukuyama, F. (2018). Identity: The demand for dignity and the politics of resentment. Farrar,
Straus and Giroux.

Ginting, A. E., Amanda, B,, Sianturi, E. N. R,, Simbolon, M. G., Syakira, H., & Simanjorang, F. (2023).
Analisis implementasi nilai-nilai Pancasila bagi generasi muda dalam menghadapi era
globalisasi sebagai perwujudan jiwa nasionalisme [An analysis of the implementation of
Pancasila values among the younger generation in facing globalisation as an embodiment
of nationalism]|. Jurnal [llmiah dan Karya Mahasiswa, 1(3), 26-35.
https://doi.org/10.54066/jikma-itb.v1i3.279

Goodblatt, D. (2006). Elements of ancient Jewish nationalism. Cambridge University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1017/CB09780511499067

Grosby, S. (2005). Nationalism: A very short introduction. Oxford University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1093 /actrade/9780192840981.001.0001

Halbwachs, M. (1980). The collective memory (F.]. Ditter, Jr., & V. Y. Ditter, Trans.). Harper &
Row. (Original work published 1950)

Halbwachs, M. (1992). On collective memory (L. A. Coser, Ed. & Trans.). University of Chicago
Press.

Hamidah, L., Mufid, A. W., Ahmad, A. K., Ichwanto, R,, Fitri, S. G., & Putri, N. (2025). Pendidikan
kewarganegaraan sebagai sarana menumbuhkan jiwa nasionalisme pada generasi yang
terpengaruh globalisasi [Civic education as a means of fostering nationalism in a
generation influenced by globalisation]. Jurnal Penelitian lImiah Multidisipliner, 2(1),
1574-1582. https://ojs.ruangpublikasi.com/index.php/jpim/article /view /479

Hariyanto, O. I. B., Muchsinati, E. S., Resnika, R, Yukie, H., Angelina, V., Michelle, M., Prasena, R.
R, Surbakti, T. E. B, Putra, R. S., & Panjaitan, V. D. M. M. (2020). Rancangan website sejarah
membangun nasionalisme mahasiswa Universitas Internasional Batam sebagai generasi
muda di era globalisasi [Designing a history website to build the nationalism of
Universitas Internasional Batam students as the younger generation in the era of
globalisation]. National Conference for Community Service Project (NaCosPro), 2(1),
256-268. https://doi.org/10.37253 /nacospro.v2i1.1192

924 | Jurnal Civics: Media Kajian Kewarganegaraan


https://doi.org/10.31004/joe.v4i4.514
https://gorontalokab.bps.go.id/id/news/2025/02/05/30/memahami-generasi-z--tantangan--perilaku--dan-peluang.html
https://gorontalokab.bps.go.id/id/news/2025/02/05/30/memahami-generasi-z--tantangan--perilaku--dan-peluang.html
https://doi.org/10.70294/juperan.v4i02.1593
https://doi.org/10.1037/1089-2680.1.3.311
https://doi.org/10.31004/jptam.v6i2.4136
https://doi.org/10.54066/jikma-itb.v1i3.279
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511499067
https://doi.org/10.1093/actrade/9780192840981.001.0001
https://ojs.ruangpublikasi.com/index.php/jpim/article/view/479
https://doi.org/10.37253/nacospro.v2i1.1192

Reconstructing civic identity in the digital age: Pancasila, collective memory and the crisis of Generation Z’s
national imagination

Hasibuan, F. (2026). Menurunnya rasa nasionalisme di kalangan generasi muda di era digital
[The declining sense of nationalism among the younger generation in the digital era].
Jurnal Pusat Studi Pendidikan Rakyat, 6(1), 1-7.
https://doi.org/10.51178/jpspr.v6i1.3070

Hasrian, H., Akbar, A. A., & Raharjo, D. H. (2024). Globalisasi dan nasionalisme pada Generasi Z:
Sebuah studi implikasi dalam penerapan nilai-nilai Pancasila [Globalisation and
nationalism in Generation Z: A study of implications for the application of Pancasila
values]. Civil and Military Cooperation Journal, 1(2), 59-64.
https://journal.civiltary.com/index.php/civiltary/article /view/9

Herder, |. G. (1968). Reflections on the philosophy of the history of mankind (F. E. Manuel, Ed.).
University of Chicago Press. (Original work published 1784-1791)

Heywood, A. (2019). Politics (5th ed.). Red Globe Press.

Hidayat, R. (2023). Ketahanan nasionalisme generasi muda Simeulue di era globalisasi [The
resilience of nationalism among Simeulue youth in the era of globalisation]. /ntegralistik,
34(1), 13-19. https://doi.org/10.15294 /integralistik.v34i1.39944

Jayatissa, K. A. D. U. (2023). Generation Z - A new lifeline: A systematic literature review. Sr7
Lanka  Journal of Social Sciences and  Humanities, 3(2), 179-186.
https://doi.org/10.4038/sljssh.v3i2.110

Klimczuk, A. (2015). Generational differences, generations of Western society, managing
multiple generations in the workplace. In S. Thompson (Ed.), Encyclopedia of diversity
and social justice (pp. 348-352). Rowman & Littlefield.

Kurniawaty, ]. B., & Widayatmo, S. (2024). Nasionalisme di era digital: Tantangan dan peluang
bagi Generasi Z Indonesia [Nationalism in the digital era: Challenges and opportunities
for Indonesia’s Generation Z]. Jagaddhita: Jurnal Kebhinnekaan dan Wawasan
Kebangsaan, 3(2), 42-50. https://doi.org/10.30998 /jagaddhita.v3i2.3039

Kusumaningrum, D. N., & Sulistyaningsih, T. (2021). The internalization of nationalism and
Pancasila for teenager as the value to living in the era of digital transformation. Journal of
Community Service and Empowerment, 3(2), 77-87.
https://doi.org/10.22219 /jcse.v3i2.20595

Lanier, K. (2017). 5 things HR professionals need to know about Generation Z: Thought leaders
share their views on the HR profession and its direction for the future. Strategic HR
Review, 16(6), 288-290. https://doi.org/10.1108/SHR-08-2017-0051

Luhendra, S. K. 1. (2025). Tantangan Generasi Z dalam mempertahankan identitas nasional dari
fenomena #KaburAjaDulu [Generation Z’s challenges in maintaining national identity
amid the #KaburAjaDulu phenomenon]. Maliki Interdisciplinary Journal, 3(6), 1711-
1721. https://urj.uin-malang.ac.id/index.php/mij/article /view /15213

Merina, M., & Djono, D. (2025). Kesadaran nasional Generasi Z: Menjaga nasionalisme di era
digital [Generation Z’s national awareness: Maintaining nationalism in the digital era].
Anterior Jurnal, 24(2), 115-119. https://doi.org/10.33084 /anterior.v24i2.9652

Nada, S., Ekaprasetya, A., Dewi, D. A,, & Furi, Y. (2021). Menumbuhkan jiwa nasionalisme
generasi millennial di era globalisasi melalui Pancasila [Fostering the nationalism of the
millennial generation in the era of globalisation through Pancasila]. Jurnal Pendidikan
Tambusai, 5(3), 7853-7858. https://doi.org/10.31004 /jptam.v5i3.2256

Nurfalah, F. S. (2024). Upaya menghidupkan kembali nilai-nilai Pancasila sebagai pandangan
hidup Generasi Z dalam menghadapi arus globalisasi|Efforts to revive Pancasila values as
Generation Z’s way of life in facing globalisation] [Bachelor’s thesis, IAIN Syekh Nurjati
Cirebon].

https://journal.uny.ac.id/index.php/civics/index | 925



https://journal.uny.ac.id/index.php/civics/index
https://doi.org/10.51178/jpspr.v6i1.3070
https://journal.civiltary.com/index.php/civiltary/article/view/9
https://doi.org/10.15294/integralistik.v34i1.39944
https://doi.org/10.4038/sljssh.v3i2.110
https://doi.org/10.30998/jagaddhita.v3i2.3039
https://doi.org/10.22219/jcse.v3i2.20595
https://doi.org/10.1108/SHR-08-2017-0051
https://urj.uin-malang.ac.id/index.php/mij/article/view/15213
https://doi.org/10.33084/anterior.v24i2.9652
https://doi.org/10.31004/jptam.v5i3.2256

Supratikno

Nurhasanah, Y., Pahdulrahman, I., Sari, F. R. 1., Darma, H. D., Plani, H. T., Nur, N. 1., & Hudj, L.
(2024). Peran pendidikan kewarganegaraan dalam membentuk identitas nasional di era
globalisasi Generasi Z [The role of civic education in shaping national identity in the
globalisation era of Generation Z]. /ndonesian Journal of Innovation Multidisipliner
Research, 2(3), 256-262. https://doi.org/10.69693/ijim.v2i3.182

Pamungkas, A. B., Andini, S. P., & Fitriana, I. D. (2023). Pentingnya Pancasila pada kehidupan
Generasi Z [The importance of Pancasila in the lives of Generation Z]. /ndigenous
Knowledge, 2(7),497-503. https://jurnal.uns.ac.id/indigenous/article /view /79641

Permatasari, O. S. D., Hanita, M., & Purwanto, H. (2023). Strategi internalisasi nilai Pancasila
pada generasi milenial [Strategies for internalising Pancasila values in the millennial
generation]. Responsive: Jurnal Pemikiran dan Penelitian Administrasi, Sosial,
Humaniora dan Kebijakan Publik, 6(2), 101-118.
https://doi.org/10.24198 /responsive.v6i2.46659

Pramudita, 0. (2024). Dampak globalisasi terhadap nilai-nilai Pancasila dan nasionalisme di era
digital [The impact of globalisation on Pancasila values and nationalism in the digital era].
Antropocene: Jurnal Penelitian llmu Humaniora, 4(1), 19-24.
https://doi.org/10.56393 /antropocene.v4il.2440

Pujasmara, D. D., Furnamasari, Y. F., & Dewi, D. A. (2021). Globalisasi sebagai pengaruh nilai
nasionalisme bagi generasi muda [Globalisation as an influence on nationalist values
among the younger generation]. Jurnal Pendidikan Tambusai, 5(3), 7430-7435.
https://doi.org/10.31004 /jptam.v5i3.2164

Purwadji, D., Saliman, S., & Umar, U. (2024). Metamorphosis of citizenship education: Ignizing
national awareness of the younger generation. Jjurnal Civics: Media Kajian
Kewarganegaraan, 21(2), 206-213. https://doi.org/10.21831/jc.v21i2.67153

Purwaningsih, E., & Kanukisya, B. (2023). Fostering nationalism among university students in
Indonesia: A communal perspective. Society, 11(2), 529-542.
https://doi.org/10.33019/society.v11i2.632

Puspita, A., Suharjo, A. A., Putri, C. A, Ruhiyat, I. M., Nafisa, S. N, & Nugraha, D. M. (2025). Urgensi
identitas nasional pada Generasi-Z di Pondok Pesantren Ardaniah Serang Banten [The
urgency of national identity for Generation Z at the Ardaniah Islamic Boarding School,
Serang, Banten]. Jurnal Penelitian Nusantara, 1(4), 26-28.
https://padangjurnal.web.id/index.php/menulis/article /view /207

Rochim, E. N., & Agustama, B. S. (2026). Erosi nasionalisme: Tantangan ketahanan identitas
Generasi Z akibat gempuran budaya global [The erosion of nationalism: Challenges to
Generation Z'’s identity resilience under the onslaught of global culture]. Jurnal Pancasila
dan Kewarganegaraan, 6(1), 120-132. https://doi.org/10.36085 /jupank.v6i1.9656

Satar, S. M., Handayani N., L., Attaulah, I. F., & Santoso, G. (2022). Revitalisasi nasionalisme pada
Generasi Z di tengah perubahan global [Revitalising nationalism in Generation Z amid
global change]. Jurnal Pendidikan Transformatif; 1(3), 82-91.
https://jupetra.org/index.php/jpt/article/view/376

SETARA Institute. (2019, May 31). Wacana dan gerakan keagamaan di kalangan mahasiswa di
10 perguruan tinggi negeri [Religious discourse and movements among students at 10
public universities] [Research report]. SETARA Institute for Democracy and Peace.

SETARA Institute. (2023, May 29). Survey report: Tolerance of high school student. SETARA
Institute for Democracy and Peace. https://setara-institute.org/en/english-survey-
report-tolerance-of-high-school-student/

926 | Jurnal Civics: Media Kajian Kewarganegaraan


https://doi.org/10.69693/ijim.v2i3.182
https://jurnal.uns.ac.id/indigenous/article/view/79641
https://doi.org/10.24198/responsive.v6i2.46659
https://doi.org/10.56393/antropocene.v4i1.2440
https://doi.org/10.31004/jptam.v5i3.2164
https://doi.org/10.21831/jc.v21i2.67153
https://doi.org/10.33019/society.v11i2.632
https://padangjurnal.web.id/index.php/menulis/article/view/207
https://doi.org/10.36085/jupank.v6i1.9656
https://jupetra.org/index.php/jpt/article/view/376
https://setara-institute.org/en/english-survey-report-tolerance-of-high-school-student/
https://setara-institute.org/en/english-survey-report-tolerance-of-high-school-student/

Reconstructing civic identity in the digital age: Pancasila, collective memory and the crisis of Generation Z’s
national imagination

Shobariyah, A., & Darmawan, W. (2025). Use of digital applications as interactive media in
history learning: A review of literature studies. Electronic Journal of Education, Social
Economics and Technology, 6(1), 439-446. https://doi.org/10.33122 /ejeset.v6il.542

Siregar, L. D., Santati, F. P., & Meitisari, N. (2023). Generation gap conflict and its impact on
employee performance. Jurnal Ekonomi, 12(2), 873-879.
https://ejournal.seaninstitute.or.id /index.php/Ekonomi/article /view/1811

Smith, A. D. (1979). Nationalism in the twentieth century. Australian National University Press.

Snyder, H. (2019). Literature review as a research methodology: An overview and guidelines.
Journal of Business Research, 104, 333-3309.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2019.07.039

Suhaida, D., Sapriya, Nordin, Z. S., Moad, Rianto, H., & Rizal, Y. (2025). Design of citizenship
education model development through digital media in strengthening students’ character.
Jurnal Civics: Media Kajian Kewarganegaraan, 22(2), 308-3109.
https://doi.org/10.21831/jc.v22i2.87279

Supratikno, A. (2023). Politik identitas dikaji dari perspektif sosio-historis pembentukan
identitas nasional Indonesia [Identity politics examined from the socio-historical
perspective of Indonesian national identity formation]. jurnal Sosiologi Agama dan
Teologi Indonesia, 1(1), 1-22. https://doi.org/10.24246 /sami.vol1lilpp1-22

Suryana, F. I. F., & Dewi, D. A. (2021). Lunturnya rasa nasionalisme pada anak milenial akibat
arus modernisasi [The fading of nationalism among millennial children due to
modernisation]. Edukatit:  Jurnal  llmu Pendidikan, 3(2), 598-602.
https://doi.org/10.31004 /edukatif.v3i2.400

Tarigan, T. A., Liui, F., Hanif, M., & Pandin, M. G. R. (2022). Challenges and solution in
maintaining Indonesian Generation Z nationalism in digitalization era. Jurnal Syntax
Fusion, 2(2),350-362. https://doi.org/10.54543 /fusion.v2i02.160

Titaley, J. A. (2013). Religiositas di alinea tiga: Pluralisme, nasionalisme dan transformasi
agama-agama |[Religiosity in the third paragraph: Pluralism, nationalism and the
transformation of religions]. Satya Wacana University Press.

Triandafyllidou, A. (1998). National identity and the ‘other’. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 21(4),
593-612. https://doi.org/10.1080/014198798329784

Wajdi, M., Susanto, B., Sumartana, I. M., Sutiarso, M. A., & Hadi, W. (2024). Profile of Generation
Z characteristics: Implications for contemporary educational approaches. Kajian
Pendidikan, Seni, Budaya, Sosial  dan Lingkungan, 1(1), 33-44.
https://doi.org/10.58881 /kpsbsl.v1il.8

Wulandari, W., Furnamasari, Y. F., & Dewi, D. A. (2021). Urgensi rasa nasionalisme pada
Generasi Z di tengah era globalisasi [The urgency of nationalism for Generation Z in the
era of globalisation]. Jurnal Pendidikan  Tambusai, 5(3), 7255-7260.
https://doi.org/10.31004 /jptam.v5i3.2134

https://journal.uny.ac.id/index.php/civics/index | 927



https://journal.uny.ac.id/index.php/civics/index
https://doi.org/10.33122/ejeset.v6i1.542
https://ejournal.seaninstitute.or.id/index.php/Ekonomi/article/view/1811
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2019.07.039
https://doi.org/10.21831/jc.v22i2.87279
https://doi.org/10.24246/sami.vol1i1pp1-22
https://doi.org/10.31004/edukatif.v3i2.400
https://doi.org/10.54543/fusion.v2i02.160
https://doi.org/10.1080/014198798329784
https://doi.org/10.58881/kpsbsl.v1i1.8
https://doi.org/10.31004/jptam.v5i3.2134

