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Abstract

This study aims to analyze how the political engagement of novice voters in the 2024 Presidential
Election at Rehobot Christian High School Palangka Raya. The largest data on voters in the 2024
Presidential Election is Generation Z, which is around 74.93%. This study uses a simple survey method
on Rehobot Christian High School Palangka Raya students. The location was chosen because Rehobot
Christian High School is a new school, and most of its students live in boarding schools but rarely receive
political socialisation from the government or other institutions. The questionnaire consists of three
aspects, namely knowledge, attitudes and political behaviour in the 2024 presidential election. The
study results show that the average knowledge aspect falls into the medium category with a percentage
of 46%, which indicates a potential for improvement in students' political knowledge in the 2024
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Political engagement of Rehobot Christian High School's first-time voters in the 2024 presidential election
presidential election. Regarding the average attitude of students regarding Political Engagement, which
is included in the medium category with a percentage of 62%, there is also room for improvement in
cultivating and strengthening attitudes regarding the responsibility to be involved in the presidential
election. Meanwhile, from the behavioural aspect, the average student behaviour is in a very low
category with a percentage of 43%, indicating a need for improvement in how novice voters actively
participate in organisations or communities engaged in election volunteers.

Keywords: learning Pancasila and Citizenship, political awareness; political education.

Introduction

Increasing the political involvement of novice voters in the 2024 presidential election is a
challenge in itself, considering that Generation Z, born in the digital era, has a unique way of
interacting and accessing information, which is different from previous generations (Lestari &
Arumsari (2018). Based on the results of the population census in 2020, BPS reported that
there are 74.93 million Gen Z in Indonesia or around 27.94% of the total population of
Indonesia. Thus, the population of Generation Z who will vote in the 2024 presidential election
is large (BPS, 2020). Elections are a shared responsibility between organizers, governments,
political parties, and all citizens, where participation must involve all levels of society; special
attention to first-time voters is essential, given the majority of young people who are active and
responsive in social media (Karliani, 2016).

In the 2024 presidential election, the number of voters in Indonesia is estimated to reach
187 million people, of which the younger generation, millennials, and Generation Z will
contribute 60 per cent or around 112 million votes. Of this number, about 20% or 37.5 million
are first-time voters, making them a very influential group thanks to their activeness on social
media and concern for socio-political issues. (KPU, 2024). Generation Z, a first-time voter who
will exercise their right to vote for the first time in an election, consists of individuals aged 17-
21 years, and with Indonesia's election cycle held every five years, this group is a significant
segment that needs to be taken into account (Sitorus, 2023).

The political involvement of novice voters is not only limited to participation in general
elections but also includes other activities such as volunteering in political organizations or
parties, playing an active role in political discussions, and contributing to finding solutions to
existing political problems ( Karliani, 2017). The political involvement of novice voters in the
2024 presidential election is important because the future of Indonesia's democratic life will
also depend heavily on the role of the younger generation in political and community activities.
The upholding of a country's democratic order will be strongly supported by the involvement
of its citizens in every political activity, especially the younger generation's involvement ( Le &
Nguyen, 2021). Political apathy is one thing that must be strengthened because it will erode
national values, which will ultimately lead to the absence of a successor to the nation in the
leadership milestone and citizen participation (Hidayah, 2020).

Based on the analysis of the problem of determining the school at Rehobot Christian High
School Palangka Raya because it rarely gets political socialisation from the government because
the school is relatively new, so political socialisation is needed to strengthen the political
engagement of novice voters through the research that will be carried out. The results of the
research can develop the science of Pancasila and Citizenship Education (PCE), especially in the
development of PCE as a political education in schools.

Method

This research was developed quantitatively with a survey method on Rehobot Christian
High School Palangka Raya students. The location was chosen because Rehobot Christian High
School is a new school, and most of its students are in boarding schools but rarely receive
political socialisation from the government or other institutions. The questionnaire consists of
three aspects: the knowledge, attitudes and political behaviour of Rehobot Christian High
School Palangka Raya students towards the 2024 presidential election. To measure students'
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knowledge related to the 2024 presidential election, 11 test objective questions were given
consisting of aspects of the rights and obligations of citizens in elections, voter requirements,
requirements for political parties that can participate in elections, attitudes that should be
displayed in elections and authorised institutions in organising elections. The attitude aspect
includes how students believe in the 2024 presidential election. The behavioural aspect looks
at how the behaviour should be displayed by students in the 2024 presidential election. The
survey activities that have been carried out on the activities of novice voters begin with the
conceptual and theoretical stage of reviewing political engagement to obtain appropriate
indicators in instruments that will be distributed to novice voters.

Based on the results of the concept analysis, it was found that the indicators of political
engagement consisted of political knowledge, attitudes and behaviours. Political knowledge can
be analysed into electoral and political voice indicators. Electoral indicators include (1) voting,
(2) influencing others in political discussions, (3) conducting political socialisation of
candidates through stickers, images, or symbols, (4) contributing to campaigns, (5)
volunteering for candidates or political organisations (Wani, 2023).

Based on these knowledge indicators, it is further described into ten citizenship
knowledge questions that will be described on the following grid: The political engagement
research questionnaire test for novice voters in the 2024 Presidential election was carried out
on students/(i) Rehobot Christian High School Palangka Raya. The trial questionnaire was
distributed to 10 students randomly conducted at Rehobot Christian High School Palangka
Raya. From the trial results, the researcher then conducted a validity test on the questionnaire
instrument that will be used in the following survey activity.

The validity test was carried out to detect the accuracy of the measuring instrument in
measuring content validity, instrument arrangement (construct validity), and instrument
usability (concurrent validity) (Nuryadi, 2017). A validity test was conducted on this
questionnaire using the Pearson correlation formula and assisted by the Excel 2016
application.

nLXyY—-(EXY)
r= ! 3 7 B 3 iz B
VInEX? —Ex)A. Xy - (XY

The results of the validity test of the Political Engagement variable of novice voters in the
2024 Presidential election at Rehobot Christian High School Palangka Raya it was carried out
by providing 11 knowledge measurement questions, namely on question items no. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
6,7,8,9, 10, 11. The construct validity for the attitude variable is found in question items in
part 2, namely question items no. 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10, and 11. The construct validity for
behaviour can be seen in question items part 3 with question items 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7, 8, 9, 10.

Based on the results of the validity test of political engagement of novice voters in the
2024 Presidential election at Rehobot Christian High School Palangka Raya, which consists of
knowledge, attitude, and behaviour, it can be concluded that it is included in the valid category
and is suitable for unrevised trials.

Result and Discussion

This research was carried out at Rehobot Christian High School Palangka Raya as a
research site, with a research population of 58 with a distribution of class X as many as 15
students, class XI as many as 33 participants, and class XII as many as 10 participants. The
classification is based on the analysis results showing that students in the class already have
the right to vote. The results of the questionnaire data measurement below summarise the
description of the political engagement of novice Christian high school voters in the 2024
presidential election which has been classified based on the categories of Very Low (SR), Low
(R), Medium (S), High, and Very High (ST). The formula for data conversion is in Table 1.
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Table 1.
Data Conversion Formula
Interval Criteria

X<M-1,5SD Very Low
X-1,55D<X<M-0,5SD Low
M-0,55D<X<M+0,5SD Keep
M-0,55D<X<M+1,5SD Hight
M+1,5SD<X Very Hight

The formula above can be used as a basis for obtaining high and low results of the criteria
for the results of questionnaire assessment on the knowledge, attitudes and behaviours of
novice voters in the 2024 Presidential election. The analysis of the research results related to
students' political engagement at Rehoboth Christian High School in Palangka Raya consists of
aspects of citizens' knowledge, attitudes and political behaviour. Civic engagement emphasises
how students are involved not only in quantity, namely how large the participation rate, but
also in the quality aspect. Namely, they are psychologically strong in their involvement in
political activities (Davis et al, 2022; Karliani, 2016; Morales & Fernandez, 2024). The
following will describe the results of the calculation in each aspect.

1. Knowledge

The survey on the knowledge aspect is in the form of an objective question test with as
many as 11 questions with different difficulty levels. Of the 58 students who answered the 11
questions, the calculation results on the knowledge aspect will be described in Table 2.

Table 2.
Results of Calculation on the Knowledge Aspect
Average Max Min Stdv Var M SD M-1,585D M-1,58D M+1,55D M+0,55D
49,5 72 18 12, 159, 50 13 30 43 69 56
64536 90

Table 2 illustrates the range of scores from 58 students, namely students who answered
below 30, namely eight people, with 30-43 scores, 31 students, 43-56 scores, 56-69 13 students,
and one who scored above 69. The results of a survey on political engagement knowledge of
Rehobot Christian High School students showed that 12% of students had very low knowledge,
22% low, 46% moderate, 19% high, and 1% very high. The maximum score obtained by
students is 72, while the minimum score is only 18, indicating a significant variation in the
ability to answer questions. Questions with high difficulty, such as question 10 regarding
election dispute resolution institutions, were answered correctly by only four students. In
contrast, easy questions, such as question number 7 about campaigns, were answered correctly
by 56 students. The average score of students' knowledge about political engagement is in the
medium category, with a score of 49.5, indicating the need further to strengthen this knowledge
before the 2024 presidential election. Based on the results of the data obtained regarding
political knowledge related to elections, there are still many students who must be given a
better understanding of the functions and authorities of the Constitutional Court, especially in
resolving election disputes, institutions in charge of supervising elections, presidential
threshold, and factors that affect the electability and popularity of presidential and vice
presidential candidates (Gustiawan et al., 2023).

Knowledge needs to be improved; in this case, it can be through the educational process
in schools, the socialisation of institutions involved in elections, and the learning process in the
classroom, which is not only theoretical but more praxis in demonstrations related to the
implementation of elections and can be done through education on social media (Mulyono et
al, 2022; Tarsidi, 2023). Education has a positive relationship in increasing students' political
engagement, especially in encouraging political knowledge, fostering political interests, and
fostering a supportive attitude towards political freedom (Karliani, 2016, 2017; Le & Nguyen,
2021; Putri & Prihardini, 2023).
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Regarding the function and authority of the Constitutional Court, especially in resolving
election disputes, institutions in charge of supervising elections, presidential threshold, and
factors that affect the electability and popularity of presidential and vice-presidential
candidates have not been given too much in classroom learning materials, this needs to be
strengthened with other media, for example through social media, mass media and learning
resources that can be brought in practitioners who have qualified competencies related to the
restraint (Mulyono, 2022; Tarsidi, 2023; Putri & Prihardini, 2023).

2. Attitude

The survey on the attitude aspect in the form of questions and statements on the Likert
scale with the classification of SS (Strongly Agree), S (Agree), R (Hesitant), TS (Disagree), STS
(Strongly Disagree) as many as 10 questions. Of the 58 students who answered 10
questions/statements on the attitude aspect, the calculation results on the knowledge aspect
will be described in Table 6.

Table 3.
Results of Attitude Aspects
Average Max Min Stdv Var M SD M-1,585D M-1,585D M+1,55D M+0,5SD

6 85 58 66 44 68 6,6 58 78 65 71

The results of the survey of the attitude of Rehobot Christian Boarding School students
towards political engagement showed that out of 58 students, two students (4%) had a very
low attitude, four students (7%) were low, 35 students (62%) were moderate, 15 students
(27%) were high, and two students (4%) were very high. The average student attitude score is
in the medium category, with a maximum score of 85 and a minimum of 58; The average score
is 68. Statements regarding the choice of parent, teacher, or friend showed that 28 students
disagreed, indicating that students have an independent attitude when making their choices.
This reflects that novice voters prefer not to be influenced by other people's choices.

However, attitudes still need to be strengthened to convince novice voters that their
involvement in politics is needed. With this, it can be interpreted that it is still necessary to
cultivate and strengthen attitudes towards students regarding the political engagement of
Rehobot Christian High School students in the 2024 presidential election. Through the learning
process or socialisation in various media, especially social and political media, it is hoped that
students will not have an indifferent attitude towards politics such as opportunist, apathetic
and pessimistic attitudes towards politics (Hidayah, 2020; Wahid et al, 2020). One of the
efforts that need to be made by schools to improve the political attitude of novice voters in the
2024 presidential election is by practising learning practices that can be inserted into PPKn
subjects where students are more invited to analyse political phenomena that occur in society
and provide solutions to political problems (Karliani, 2017). Based on the results of a survey
regarding the attitude of novice voters in the 2024 presidential election, what needs to be
strengthened is in terms of responsibility to be involved in the presidential election so that this
will lead to apathy from novice voters towards the election (Hidayah, 2020; Wahid, 2020)

3. Behavioural

The survey on the behavioural aspect in the form of questions and statements on the
Likert scale with the classification of SS (Strongly Agree), S (Agree), R (Hesitant), TS (Disagree),
STS (Strongly Disagree) as many as 10 questions. Of the 58 students who answered 10
questions/statements on the attitude aspect, the results of the calculation on the knowledge
aspect will be described in Table 4.
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Table 4.
Results of Attitude Aspects
Average Max Min Stdv Var M SD M- M- M+1,55D M+0,5SD
1,5SD 1,5SD
35,8621 68 20 13, 179, 35, 13, 34, 55, 29, 42,

4026 63 86207 4026 36207 96597 16077 56337

Table 4 illustrates the range of attitude scores from 58 students, namely students who
answered below the score of 29, of 25 people, 29-34 scores of 10 people, 34-42 as many as eight
people, 42-55 as many as ten people, and those who scored above 55 as many as two people.

From the results of a survey on the behaviour of Rehobot Boarding School Christian High
School students regarding political engagement above, it can be seen that students who have
skills with a very low category amounted to 25 students with a percentage of 43%, students
with a low behaviour category amounted to 10 students with a percentage of 17%, students
with a moderate behaviour category amounted to 8 students with a percentage of 14%,
students with a high behaviour category amounted to 10 students with a percentage of the
percentage is 17%. Students with very high behaviour are five with a percentage of 9%. The
results of student behaviour regarding political engagement, in general, are in the very low
category, with a maximum score of 68 and a minimum of 20. This means that the maximum
score of 68 is obtained with a score of 34, while the minimum score of 20 is obtained with a
score of 10. Student behaviour regarding political engagement can be seen from 47 students
stating that they have never actively participated in organisations or communities that
volunteer for elections.

Based on the results obtained from survey data regarding political behaviour that needs
to be strengthened is how novice voters actively participate in organisations or communities
that are engaged in election volunteers (Hidayah, 2022). It is necessary to provide education
on the benefits of first-time voter involvement by participating in volunteer communities
related to elections. One of the things that can be followed is volunteering in election activities,
for example, being a member of KPPS, a member of election supervisors, or volunteering in
other election activities. The issue of voter involvement in politics still challenges democratic
life; their behaviour often raises questions about their role as citizens (Hidayah, 2020). Some
of the models that can be applied in PPKn learning are the Serving Learning Model and the
Engagement Learning Model as a medium to provide opportunities for novice voters to directly
see political problems in the community and be motivated to make an effort to solve these
problems (Hidayah, 2020; Karliani, 2017; Staeheli & Hammett, 2010).

Conclusion

The conclusion of this study shows that the political engagement of novice voters of
Rehobot Christian High School students in the 2024 Presidential election is in the medium
category. In general, students' knowledge was recorded in the medium category (46%),
students' attitudes were also in the medium category (62%), while the average student
behaviour was in the very low category (43%). To increase students' political involvement,
there needs to be a focus on knowledge about the functions and authorities of the Constitutional
Court, election supervisory institutions, presidential thresholds, and factors that affect the
electability of candidates. From the aspect of attitude, students need to understand their
responsibilities in the election, and from the aspect of behaviour, they need to be more active
in election volunteer organisations. Teachers should relate learning materials to more relevant
contexts, use methods that improve students' attitudes and behaviour competencies, and utilise
learning resources from social media. This research is limited to the political engagement of
novice voters ahead of the 2024 elections, so further research is expected to delve deeper into
strategies to increase this involvement.
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