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Abstract
Using IFLS data 2007 and 2014, this study aims to examine the impact of parents’ education and
attending vocational high school to the probability of children attending tertiary education. This
study is motivated by the government plan in increasing the proportion of vocational high school
graduates compare to general high school graduates. Multinomial-Logit model is used to examine
the senior high school types, Logit and Probit are used to examine the decision on pursuing
tertiary education. The main conclusions are (1) parents’ education has significant impact on the
children’s senior high school preference and college enrollment, (2) children who attended
vocational senior high school have a lower probability to enrol in tertiary education compared to
those who attended general senior high school or MA
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INTRODUCTION

The discussion about general versus
vocational secondary education recently is
become a popular research topic in the edu-
cational study. This subject is soaring along
with the emerging of vocational expansion
policies, especially in developing countries
including Indonesia.

The modern debate is about the com-
parison return on education between general
and vocational secondary education. Return in
labor market and income is researched by
Bennell (1996), Mane (1998), Chen (2009),
Newhouse & Suryadarma (2011), Sohn
(2013), Mahirda & Wahyuni (2016),
Hanushek, et al. (2017). Few who study the
comparison in academic performance and
college entry, Chen (2009) compares Indone-
sia vocational and general graduates in college
entrance, and Loyalka et al. (2015) compare
working skill and academic performance of
general and vocational students of China
senior secondary. Another unpopular study is
the determinant of selecting general over
vocational secondary education and vice versa
as we know, in Indonesia only researched by
Chen (2009) and Newhouse & Suryadarma
(2011) using Indonesia data.

The study about the comparison
between academic and vocational is relevance
in Indonesia. Since Government of Indonesia
plans to expand vocational education in
secondary and tertiary level. The Ministry of
Education formalized vocational education
expansion planning in its Strategic Planning
document year 2005-2009. (Ministry of Natio-
nal Education, 2006). This plan was establish-
ed in President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono
administration era and continued in Joko
Widodo era.

Moreover the government also sets an
ambitious target in the vocational education
expansion. The government targets in 2015
the proportion of vocational high school
student to general high school student is 70 by
30 percent. As information, in 2004 only 30
percent of students who enrolled in the
vocational senior high school and the rest, 70
percent enrolled in general senior high school.
Government plans to increase the number of
vocational school or convert the general high
school into vocational high school. (Ministry
of National Education, 2006).
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The government planning needs to deal
with the parents’ preferences. The parents’
preferences will determine the children senior
high school choice between vocational or
general high school. Since people is a rational
creature. Breen & Goldthorpe (1997) try to
explain the difference in educational choice
among people using rational action theory.
According to their theory, people will ration-
ally act when they are deciding an educational
track. Individuals in this case parent and
children are assumed to know about the cost,
benefit, and consequences for every choice.
Modify an option later is costly. Therefore, in
choosing two alternatives, they need to com-
pare the cost and benefit of every decision,
assessing the success possible, and measure
the available source to finance the choice.

Green & Goldthorpe (1997) explain
that the family's social class also affects chil-
dren educational decision. Effect of family's
social class raises class differential in the edu-
cational decision. The class differential can be
derived from three primary mechanisms:
relative risk aversion, differences in ability
and expectations of success, and differences
in the resources. Chernichovsky and Meesok
said that “the relatively wealthy and well-
educated (parents) shun vocational training...”
(Chernichovsky & Meesok, 1985: iii), sending
their children to a tertiary education is the
reason why wealthy parent avoid vocational
training because they presume attending voca-
tional education will reduce the probability to
be accepted in higher education. Foster (1965)
in (Ziderman, 1997) stated the reason why
parents in Ghana avoided to send their chil-
dren to vocational high school. According to
Foster, the reason is the expectation of benefit
from academic secondary schools. “Academic
education was seen as pre-eminently vocatio-
nal in providing access to stable, well-paid
clerical and administrative jobs within the
growing public sector; at the same time the
demand for technical skills was growing
slowly.” (Ziderman 1997, p. 356).

Some studies find that attending voca-
tional high school is detrimenal to the chil-
dren’s education advancement. Chen's (2009)
finding, using data from Indonesia Family
Life Survey 2000 she found students who
attended vocational senior secondary school
in Indonesia get a lower final exam score
compared to the general senior secondary stu-
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dents. Because the academic skill is essential
for pursuing tertiary education, Chen conclud-
ed that attending vocational high school
decrease the students probability to continue
to higher education. This finding is supported
by Loyalka et al. (2015). Using China data,
Loyalka et al. (2015) find that attending in
computing vocational education does not
improve student computing ability, moreover
attending vocational education reduce their
academic skill especially math.

According to Corak (2004, p. 3) “the
relationship between the socio-economic
status of parents and the status and income
their children will attain in adulthood.” is the
indication of generational mobility. Stronger
the relationship between parent social status
and children social status is an indication of
low generational mobility. Low generational
mobility has implication to the intergene-
rational inequality. Children whom born from
low socio-economic status family will get low
socio-economic status when they are adult and
vice versa. From our finding, we can conclude
that there is low generational mobility in term
of education. Because children whom born in
the high education parent tend to get high
education as well and vice versa.

This paper tries to determine the exis-
tence of social mobility and intergenerational
inequality by examining people educational
choice. The intergenerational inequality only
happens when the parents’s education have
significant impact in the children’s high school
choice and in children college entrance. This
paper also examine the impact of attending
vocational high school to the college entrance.

This study is important in determin-
ing whether the government plan in expanding
vocational education will lead to the inequal-
ity or not. When attending vocational high
school significantly reduce the probability of
children attending tertiary education, it means
that expanding vocational high school will
lead reducing tertiary education enrolment
rate in the future.

This study is motivated by the voca-
tional education expansion planning in senior
secondary and tertiary education. Another
motivation for this study is a prediction of
demographic bonus that will happen in 2020-
2030. This study will examine the individual
respond to the vocational expansion plan and
measure the ability of vocational secondary as

a milestone in higher education. The focus is
comparing between general and vocational
senior high school. This research tries to
answer the research questions below.
Do parents’ education significantly affect
senior high school tracks decision and
tertiary education entry?

Do schools availability affect students'
choice of senior high school types? (we
use school availability as a proxy of
vocational secondary school expansion)

Do vocational graduates have a lower
probability to continue to college?

To investigate those research ques-
tions, we will use data from Indonesia Family
Life Survey (IFLS) 2007 and 2014 with fol-
lowing the track of junior high school gradu-
ates who graduated in 2002 to 2010. In this
study, we will use three primary variables, in-
dividual characteristics variables, family cha-
racteristics variables and educational facility
availability variables. We will use category
school types as Newhouse & Suryadarma by
dividing senior high school type into general
public school, general private school, vocatio-
nal public school and vocational private, and
we add Madrasah Aliyah (MA/religious senior
high school). Different from Newhouse &
Suryadarma, in this research paper, we will
use final exam score as the variable of indi-
vidual ability instead of the grade repetitions.
And also we use school availability as a vari-
able of interest and a control variable to avoid
heterogeneity.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

In this research, | will propose two
main models, the first model is related to the
people choice after graduating from junior
high school and the second model is related to
the people choice after graduating from senior
high school.

The first model is multinomial logit.
This model is developed from the com-
bination model which are used by Newhouse
& Suryadarma (2011) and Chen (2009).
Newhouse & Suryadarma use multinomial
logit to examine the senior secondary school
choice. Newhouse & Suryadarma include
non-senior secondary, general public, vo-
cational public, private general and private
vocational as school choice, while Chen only
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divides into vocational and general senior
secondary school, so Chen uses probit model.
In term of explanatory variables, Newhouse
and Suryadarma only consider parent educa-
tion for family characteristics variables, while
Chen also consider family income. In term of
personal characteristics Chen chooses earlier
score, while Newhouse & Suryadarma choose
repeated grade in a junior secondary to meas-
ure personal ability. The distribution of senior
secondary schools in Indonesia is not even,
some sub-districts have all the school types,
but other sub-districts only have one type of
senior secondary school. Children in the sub-
district that only have one type of senior sec-
ondary school or even no senior secondary
school, only have limited alternatives in term
of education choice. Therefore, in this model,
we combine Chen’s model and Newhouse and
Suryadarma’s model, and add school availa-
bility as control variables. The specification of
the model used in this research as follow:

Education Choice = ay + a,Female +

a,JHS Score + azAge +

a,Father Education + agsMother Education +
agLnHousehold Income + a,Rural +
agProportion of Vocational School +
aqProportion of Private School +

The second model tries to capture the
choice of student after finishing their senior
secondary school, this model tries to compare
the choice between vocational and general
senior secondary school attendances. This
model is adapted from the model used by
Chen (2009). The specification of the model is
as follow:

College

= B, + B,Female + $,SHS Score

+ B3JHS Score + ,Age + BsVocational SHS
+ fsMA + p,Father Education

+ fgMother Education + fyLnHHIncome

+ BioRural + & oo e (4.2)

This research utilises two main data
sources, Indonesia Family Life Survey (IFLS)
and Potensi Desa (PODES/Village Potential
Survey). IFLS is a survey conducted every
seven years in Indonesia by RAND organisa-
tion. IFLS is a longitudinal survey with res-
pondent base on the household. The surveyors
will survey the same household for every
wave. The information in IFLS is divided into
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two categories: the first information is related
to household and the second information is
related to community and facility where the
household live. IFLS is conducted in 13
provinces in Indonesia. Five provinces in Java
island, four provinces in Sumatera island, and
several provinces that are not located in both
island, they are Bali Province, West Nusa
Tenggara Province, South Sulawesi Province,
and South Kalimantan Province. IFLS do not
cover two main islands in Indonesia, Papua
islands and Maluku islands. PODES is a
survey conducted every three years to collect
the information about the facilities in almost
(all) villages in Indonesia.

The data used in this research is the
data related to children who graduated from
junior high school in period 2002 to 2010, it
will include the data about the individual cha-
racteristics and ability, the data about house-
hold characteristics that will be taken from
IFLS 2007 and 2014, and the data about the
education facility in location where children
live will be taken from PODES 2002, 2005,
and 2008. The number of sample is 2,403 pu-
pils who graduated from Junior High School
in period 2002 to 2010. The sample are chil-
dren who sit in junior high school national
exam in period 2002 to 2010 and we got 3,857
pupils. Then we select only children who
reported their junior high school final exam
score and we got 2,854 pupils. In our estima-
tion, we need the family income as explana-
tion variables, and we got 2,403 samples. Base
on pupils’ residence we divided sample into
three regions, Sumatera island, Java island,
and another island. The distribution of sample
base on their regions are 519 (21.60 percent)
pupils lived in Sumatera, 1,338 (55.68 per-
cent) lived in Java, and 546 (22.72 percent)
lived in other islands. In term of educational
choice, we divided into children who did not
continue to senior high school and children
who continue to senior high school. Then base
on the school types, we divided them into
general senior high school (General SHS/
SMA), vocational senior high school (SMK)
and Islamic senior high school (MA), and also
children who do not continue to senior high
school their education choice become Junior
High School (JHS/ SMP). Further, we also
divided into public and private high schools.
Base on the education choice the share is 979
(40.74 percent) pupils attended General SHS,
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752 (31.29 percent) attended Vocational SHS,
227 (9.45) attended MA, and 445 (18.52) not
enrolled in senior high school (JHS).
Newhouse & Suryadarma (2011) excluded
students who attended senior high school with
Islamic curriculum because of the small share,
in this paper we still include them even
though only 10 percent student who attend the
Islamic senior high schools.

RESULT AND ANALYSIS

In this session, we will discuss the
regression result of children’s educational
decision after graduating from junior high
school. The children can choose to continue
their education to senior high school or
enough with junior high school. For those
who continue to senior high school, they also
need to decide in what type of school they
will enrol. The type of schools can be divided
into: general senior high school, vocational
senior high school, and for Muslim children,
they also can choose Madrasah Aliyah (MA/
religious school), thus we have four choices.

The table 1 shows determinant of
student attending different senior high school
types. the result of multinomial logit model
with dependent variables are senior high
school types and without considering the
difference between public and private senior
secondary school institutions. The indepen-
dent variables are categorized into three cha-
racteristics; individual characteristics, family
characteristics, and residential characteristics.
To get robust estimation, the regression is
clustered base on the provincial level to avoid
heteroscedasticity effect.

From the regression, we found that
junior high school exam score and age when
graduated from junior high school have a
significant effect on the probability selecting
general high school or does not enrol in senior
high school. Increase one point junior high
school score from the mean will increase the
probability attending general high school by
2.66 percent and decrease the likelihood to not
enrol in senior high school by 1.72 percent.
Increasing one year of children age will
decrease the probability enrol to general se-
nior high school by 3.33 percent but increase
the probability of drop out by 3.76 percent.
Gender is still used as consideration when
children choose between general high school

and vocational high school, a female child has
significant lower probability to attend voca-
tional high school than a male child by 7.45
percent, and female children have higher
probability to not enrol in senior high school
by 4.68 percent. All individual characteristics
variables have influence in consideration for
children in deciding to enrol or not enrol in
senior high schools.

Parent education have positive and
significant effect in the probability selecting
general senior high school and have negative
and significant effect in the probability to not
enrol in senior high school. The probability a
child enrol in general high school is increas-
ing by 0.83 percent and the probability a child
not enrol in senior high school is decreasing
by 1.04 percent when his/her father year of
schooling one year higher than the average
fathers’ year of schooling. The mother edu-
cation effect in the children decision is bigger
than father effect, it can be seen from the
marginal effect magnitude.

Household income has positive and
significant impact in the children probability
in selecting general senior high school, yet has
negative and significant impact in the children
selecting MA and not attending senior high
school. Increasing 1 percent of income from
the mean will increase the probability a child
enrols in general senior high school by 1.95
percent and decrease the probability a child
enrols in MA by 1.16 percent and decrease the
probability a child not enrol in senior high
school by 3.66 percent.

Rural children have 8.04 percent lower
probability to enrol in vocational, have 5.56
percent higher probability to enrol in MA, and
have 6.39 percent higher probability to not
enrol in senior high school compare to the
urban children. The vocational education
availability also increases the probability a
child to enrol in vocational high school but
decrease the probability a child to enrol in
MA. The vocational education availability
does not significantly affect the probability of
a child to enrol in general senior high school.
The proportion of private school compare to
public school has significant effect in all
educational choice, it has significant and
negative effect in general senior high school
choice, but has positive and significant in
other choices.
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Table 1. Determinant of Student Selecting High School Types

Multinomial Logit Marginal Effect

General Vocational MA No Senior
SHS SHS Secondary
Personal Characteristics Q)
JHSScore 2.66 -0.57 -0.37 -1.72
(2.68)** (0.64) (0.7) (2.72)**
Age When Graduated JHS -3.33 0.49 -0.91 3.76
(3.63)** (0.45) (0.98) (3.46)**
Female (dummy) 2.82 -7.45 -0.05 4.68
(1.24) (4.37)** (0.04) (2.05)*
Family Characteristics
Father years of schooling 0.83 0.05 0.15 -1.04
(3.59)** (0.29) (1.05) (7.24)**
Mother years of schooling 1.95 -0.29 -0.25 -1.40
(5.4)** (1.15) (1.54) (5.28)**
Ln Household Income 3.36 1.45 -1.16 -3.66
(4.4)** (1.32) (2.18)* (5.03)**
Residence Characteristics
Rural (dummy) -3.90 -8.04 5.56 6.39
(1.33) (2.05)* (3.67)** (3.15)**
Proportion of Vocational High School in district -22.50 50.01 -37.91 10.41
(1.38) (2.62)** (-3.58)** (0.96)
Proportion of Private High School in district -68.48 38.60 11.84 18.03
(5.3)** (2.75)** (2.74)** (2.38)*
Base Probability 43.34 34.73 8.74 13.19
Number of Obs 2403
Pseudo R2 0.11

Notes: * 5% significance; ** 1% significance; the marginal effects are in percent, t-statistics in
parentheses, the result is robust from heteroscedasticity, clustered base on province

After graduating the senior high school
level, children can directly join the work force
by entering labour market or continue their
education to the university level. The follow-
ing regression is used to examines the chil-
dren decision after graduating from senior
secondary schools. In this regression, we use
two methods, probit and logit model.

According to the estimation in table 2,
we can see that two methods, probit and logit,
do not show a different result in term of
statistical significance, sign, and pseudo R-
square. In term of variables significance, we
found that seven out of ten variables show
significant result. Only MA dummy, rural
dummy and constant do not show significance
result. Four out of eight coefficient shows
statistically significance.

All individual characteristics variables
have a significant effect in the college entry
decision except Junior high school score.
Junior high school score is used to measure
the initial student ability. Senior secondary
score as proxy of individual’s ability has
positive and significant effect to the college
entry decision. Increase senior high school
score by one point increase the probability a
child attends tertiary education by 3.33
percent in probit and 3.53 in logit model.
While, age shows the opposite sign. It means
that older children have lower probability to
continue their education to tertiary education.
With the same characteristics, female children
have higher probability to enrol in tertiary
education than their male peers about 6
percent. The statistics show significant at 5%
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in logit model but do not show significance in
probit estimation. Senior secondary types have
effect in the college entry decision. General
senior high school graduates have signifi-
cantly higher probability to enrol in university
than the vocational senior high school gradu-
ates. But there is no significant difference in
probability to enrol in tertiary education bet-
ween MA graduates and general secondary
school graduates. From three types of senior
secondary education, we can see that vocatio-
nal secondary graduates have the lowest
probability to enrol in tertiary education, and
general secondary graduates have the highest
probability to enrol in tertiary education. At-
tending vocational senior high school will
decrease the probability a child enrols tertiary

education about 28 percent compare to attend-
ing general high school.

Family characteristics also have an effect in
tertiary enrolment decision. Parent education
and family income have a positive and sig-
nificant effect to the probability a child enrol
in tertiary education. Increasing father/moth-
er’s year of schooling by one year will in-
crease the probability a child enrols in tertiary
education about 1.7 percent. Household in-
come also has positive and significant effect
in the decision of children tertiary education
enrolment. Increasing the family income by
one percent will increase the probability a
child enrols in tertiary education by 5 percent.
There is no significant different between
urban and rural children in tertiary education
enrolment.

Table 2. The Likelihood in College Entrance

Probit: College entry

Logit: College entry

Personal Characteristics ©) (4)
SHS Score 3.33 3.53
(2.99)** (2.92)**
JHS Score 2.02 2.01
(1.28) (1.23)
Age When Graduated JHS -4.62 -4.97
(2.42)** (2.35)*
Female (dummy) 6.19 6.59
(12.92) (1.98)*
Senior secondary types
Vocational SHS (dummy) -27.60 -27.80
(12.45)** (12.46)**
MA (Islamic School) (dummy) -1.23 -1.42
(0.2) (0.23)
Parent Characteristics
Father years of schooling 1.70 1.72
(9.6)** (9.08)**
Mother years of schooling 1.68 1.69
(3.67)** (3.69)**
Ln Household Income 5.18 5.32
(5.18)** (5.49)**
Rural -1.67 -1.76
(0.53) (0.53)
Base probability 32.27 31.18
Observations 1,564 1,564
Pseudo R-Square 0.194 0.196

Notes: * 5% significance; ** 1% significance; the marginal effects are in percent, t-
statistics in parentheses, the result is robust from heteroscedasticity, clustered base on
province
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Analysis

According to our prediction, parent
educational attainment has significant effect
in children senior secondary education deci-
sion. Our hypothesis is “parent with higher
educational attainment will tend to send their
children to academic secondary over the voca-
tional high schools.” From the regression our,
we found that father and mother education
have positive and significant effect in the
probability of children to enrol in general se-
nior high school. From the marginal effect
magnitude, we can see that the parent educa-
tion shows bigger magnitude in the public and
private general senior high schools compare to
the magnitude of public and private vocational
high schools. It means parent with higher
educational attainment will tend to send their
children to the general high schools than to
send their children to vocational high schools.
This finding is in line with Chen (2009) and
Newhouse & Suryadarma (2011) finding. The
finding concords with Chernichovsky &
Meesok, (1985) suggestion. According to
Chernichovsky & Meesok well-educated par-
ent tend to avoid sending their children to
vocational education.

Another finding is related to the impact
of school availability to student educational
choice. From the regression, we found that the
proportion of vocational school to total senior
high school has positive and significant effect
to the probability attending vocational educa-
tion. Higher the proportion of vocational
schools in the children district, the probability
of the children attending vocational education
become higher. This finding is almost similar
with Chen (2009) finding, she measures this
kind of effect using the share of vocational
graduates in the community where the chil-
dren live. We use the proportion of the num-
ber vocational school to the total senior high
school to give more insight about the effect of
government policy in vocational education
expansion to the educational choice. School
provision is a real proof of government com-
mitment in the vocational education expan-
sion. The vocational education expansion
might have bad effect to the senior secondary
enrolment. Higher the proportion of voca-
tional school higher probability the children in
the district do not continue to the senior high
school. As we discuss in chapter 3, attending
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the vocational senior high school is relatively
more expensive than attending the general
senior high school. Cost of attending educa-
tion can be a reason for children to not enrol
in senior high school. This finding is also sup-
ported by the effect of proportion of private
school to the children enrolment. We found
that higher share private education institutions
in a district, higher the probability children in
that district enrol in senior secondary school.
Increase the proportion by hundred percent
will decrease senior high school enrolment by
19.18 percent. As we know, that private edu-
cation institutions are tuition driven, they will
charge higher fee than the public education
institutions. We suspect that cost of attending
senior high school become a barrier for chil-
dren to attend senior high school.

As we expected, the parent year of
schooling has a positive and significant effect
to the probability a child enrols in tertiary
education. Chen (2009) and Ogawaa &
limuraa (2010) have a similar finding with us.
They find that head of households’ education
have a positive and significant effect to the
probability of the children pursuing tertiary
education. This empirical finding is supported
by some theories such as rational action
theory by Breen and Goldthorpe (1997) or
with subjective expected utilities by Esser
(1999) or “intergenerational class mainte-
nance (Becker 2003). In the rational action
theory Breen and Goldthorpe also explain
about the relative risk aversion. Relative risk
aversion explains the relationship between
parents’ education and their children’s educa-
tion. According relative risk aversion, parents
expect their children social-economic status
not lower than the parents’ social-economic
status include the educational attainment.

According to Corak (2004:3) “the rela-
tionship between the socio-economic status of
parents and the status and income their chil-
dren will attain in adulthood.” is the indication
of generational mobility. Stronger the rela-
tionship between parent social status and
children social status is an indication of low
generational mobility. Low generational mo-
bility has implication to the intergenerational
inequality. Children whom born from low
socio-economic status family will get low
socio-economic status when they are adult and
vice versa. From our finding, we can conclude
that there is low generational mobility in term
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of education. Because children whom born in
the high education parent tend to get high
education as well and vice versa.

We also examined the effect of attend-
ing vocational high school to the probability
attending tertiary education. We found chil-
dren who attend vocational secondary school
have a lower probability to enrol to the terti-
ary education compare to their peers from the
others secondary school types. This finding is
the same with Chen (2009) finding. Accord-
ing to Chen, attending the vocational high
school does not have effect to the probability
attending tertiary education when it is con-
trolled with the senior high school final exam
score, but it has effect when it is not con-
trolled with the senior high school final exam
score. In our paper, we already control the
regression with senior high school exam score
at beginning, even we add junior high school
exam score as the initial score. We found that
both variables, senior high school final exam
score and attending vocational high school,
have a significant effect to the probability of
enrolling in tertiary education with an oppo-
site sign. Attending vocational high school
gained negative sign, while senior high school
exam score gained positive sign.

From the regression about senior high
school decision, we found that children from
low education parents tend to attend voca-
tional high school than attending general high
schools. And we also know that parents with
low education have a low probability to send
their children tertiary education. From those
finding we suggest that the vocational high
school is the choice for those who do not have
intention in pursuing tertiary education, espe-
cially for those who come from low education
family.

Our conclusion is in line with Breen
and Goldthorpe (1997) assumption. Breen and
Goldthorpe assumed that decision of entering
an n level of education is affected by the ex-
pectation of gaining access to level n+1.
Therefore, for those who attending general
senior high school expect to get access to ter-
tiary education, and for those who attending
vocational senior high school expect to get
direct access to the labour market.

CONCLUSION
This study has three goals, first goal is
examining the relationship between parents’

education attainment and children educational
decision, the first decision related with chil-
dren decision after graduating junior high
school and the second decision is after gradu-
ating senior high school. The second goal is
examining the role of educational expansion
through educational facilities provision to
children decision. And the last goal is finding
the relationship between children decision in
senior secondary education to college entry.

In addressing that three goals, we con-
duct two regressions. The first regression is
multinomial logit model to examines the
impact of parental educational attainment and
educational provision to senior secondary en-
rolment decision. The second regression is
logit/probit model to examines the impact of
parental educational attainment and senior
secondary types to college enrolment decision.

From the analysis in chapter 5, we can
conclude that: (1) Parents’ education have a
positive and significant effect in promoting
their children to enrol in general high school,
especially in attending general public high
school. Well-educated parents tend to avoid
sending their children to vocational education.
(2) The education availability has a significant
effect in influencing children educational
decision. The increase in the proportion of
vocational high school to general senior high
school facilities increase the probability a
child to enrol in vocational high school, yet it
also increases the probability a child does not
enrol in senior high school. The proportion of
private school also has the same impact as the
proportion of vocational high school. Increas-
ing proportion of private senior high school to
public senior high school also increases the
probability a child to enrol in private senior
high school. Increase in the proportion of
private to public senior high school will signi-
ficantly decrease the probability a child enrols
to senior high school. (3) Parents’ education
also has a positive and significant effect to the
probability a child attends tertiary education.
(4) Attending vocational senior high school
decreases the probability a child attends ter-
tiary education.

From the policy perspective, increasing
the share of vocational senior high school
could be an effective way to increase the share
of vocational senior high school enrolment.
But the government needs to consider the side
effect of increasing the proportion of vocatio-
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nal senior high school, the first it may increase
the probability a child not attending senior
high school. It is still debatable because
according to Pittman (1991) there is no evi-
dence that attending vocational high school
could reduce the drop out rate. The second it
will decrease the probability senior high
school graduates attending tertiary education.
Our finding indicates attending vocational
high school can reduce the probability a child
to enrol in tertiary education. The government
also needs to consider the people taste or pref-
erence in educational choice, from the regres-
sion we can see that high education parents
still prefer academic senior high school for
their children than vocational senior high
school.

We still witnessed a class differentials
in the children educational choices. The more
educated parents with senior high school
education or college degree education tend to
send their children to the more academic
senior high schools. Parents with junior high
school and elementary education see general
and vocational high school indifferently. We
also found that higher parents’ education is
lower the probability their children do not
continue to senior high school. For policy
perspective, the government needs to give
incentives and support to the children from
low educated parents to continue their
education to the highest level.
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