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Abstract

This research aims to evaluate the education of street children at Rumah Impian Foundation in
Yogyakarta. This is an evaluation research using a responsive evaluation model with a nat-
uralistic qualitative approach. The evaluation stages carried out in this study consist of Rational,
Anteccendent, Transaction, and Outcome. The sampling technique used was purposive sam-
pling with snowball sampling because the data were obtained from the community of the
subjective sample, or in other words, the sample used is very rare and is grouped in a set. The
data were analyzed using qualitative analysis techniques by Milles and Huberman. The results of
the study show that, at the rational stage, the background of the educational concern for street
children starts with a sense of caring about the street children’s future that is worth fighting for.
In the antecedent stage, there is a conformity input between the volunteer, apprenticeship
membership, and the street children’s education needs, in the form of policies and recruiting
volunteers to be a companion to street children. At the transaction stage, the process between
the foundation and street children education is appropriate, meaning that the foundation has
facilitated the education needed by street children both formally and non-formally, in the form
of increasing their skills through courses. Thus, there is a match between what was done in the
previous stages and its results, showing that there are street children who reach their dreams, as
a result of the foundation's efforts to continue knitting their dreams through intensive activities
and assistance.
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Introduction

Education is a future investment. It is
always seen as something useful for the ad-
vancement of humanity. Indeed, education is
an important reference for the advancement
of national civilization. The importance of
education is seen as the basis for growing the
future of humankind, from children to adult-
hood. It is, of course, inseparable from the
meaning of education according to the father
of education in Indonesia, that is, Ki Hadjar
Dewantara, which refers to the effort to
advance the character, mind, and body of the
child, to advance the perfection of life, which
is, living in harmony with nature and society
(Neolaka & Neolaka, 2017).

In line with the meaning of education
above, education itself can be used as a foun-
dation to obtain noble values that can make
children develop according to their abilities
and also the skills they should get. Education
will give meaning to life for children to
achieve their dreams, ideas, and hopes. Edu-
cation is very broad, and can be obtained
anywhere, not always obtained from the
school. In practice, education has its own
axiological foundation, which is described in
Figure 1.
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Figure 1. The Foundation of the
Educational System Axiology (Neolaka &
Neolaka, 2017)
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In other words, education must be
able to determine the values that will be used
in the education process, both in theory and
practice. The values in education will then
affect how the learning process and learning
atmosphere of the students themselves. As
explained in the Act, education is a con-
scious and planned effort to create a learning
atmosphere and learning process so that stu-
dents actively develop their potential to pos-
sess the power of spiritually religious, self-
control, personality, intelligence, noble char-
acter, and the skills needed by each person
and the community (Law of Republic of
Indonesia No. 20 of 2003).

Departing from the educational foun-
dation, it is known that the right to obtain
education has been stated in Law No. 31
paragraph 1 which says "every citizen has the
right to education" (Article 31 of the 1945
Constitution). It means that all people, in-
cluding children who are Indonesian citi-
zens, have the right to procure education.
However, in reality, this is not the case. Not
all citizens, especially children, get these
rights, one of which is street children.

Education polemic for all cannot be
felt fully by some people, especially street
children. In this case, education for street
children has also been regulated in the Child
Protection Act, which also regulates the
rights of children. Law No. 23 of 2002 con-
cerning child protection states that a child,
someone who has not reached the age of 18
years, has the right to obtain education and
teaching in the context of his personal de-
velopment and the level of intelligence ac-
cording to his interests and talents. It is com-
pulsory education, in which the government
gives room for all children, but there is no
penalty when they do not go to school, might
be due to the economic problems. Then, the
paragraph also explains how children have
the right to obtain protection in the educa-
tion unit from acts of crime and violence
committed by educators, education person-
nel, fellow students, and or other parties, so
that it can be seen that education is a right
that must be given to children, including
street children.
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Street children are a social phenome-
non that cannot be separated from the factor
of social value, which takes effect in the
community. The phenomenon of street chil-
dren is often triggered by economic condi-
tions (Ray, 2017). Before discussing further
in this article, street children have their own
description. Not that all children who are on
the streets are street children, but, deeper
than that, Lusk (1992) developed four cate-
gories of children found on the road. A re-
search conducted in 2012 in Semarang gave
an explanation of the characteristics of street
children, including: (1) being in public places
(roads, markets, intersections, shops, and
entertainment venues) for three to 24 hours
per day; (2) having low education (most of
them drop out of school or are too late for
school age); (3) coming from families with
low or poor economy condition (there are
some who are not clearly family members
and come from urban groups) (Rochatun,
2015).

Each group has its own psychological
characteristics. Each characteristic is elabo-
rated as follows. First, some poor children
work and return to their families at night.
They tend to go to school regularly and are
not naughty. Second, there are some inde-
pendent street workers whose family rela-
tionships are not harmonious, their school
activities have decreased, and their delin-
quency has tended to increase. Third, there
atre children from street families who live and
work with their families on the streets. Their
condition is tied to poverty. In India, they are
referred to as sidewalk dwellers (Patel, 1983),
while in the United States, they are children
from homeless families. And fourth, there
are children who break up with their families.
They are on the streets full time and are
"real" street children (Aptekar & Stoecklin,
2014).

Living as a street child does not mean
that a child chooses this without any reason.
Viewed from this category, the condition
that causes children to be more interested in
taking to the streets is the condition of their
family and economy. However, it does not
mean that they forget about education for
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themselves. Their right to get a decent life in
their environmental community has also
been regulated in the Law, protection of
them has also been regulated in it. However,
we cannot prevent children from taking to
the streets just like that.

Such phenomenon of street children
has developed in many regions throughout
Indonesia. Big cities are the center of growth
for street children, which makes their mobili-
ty very high. The existence of street children
in big cities that are turning into metropoli-
tan cities is certainly not a strange view.
According to Malia (2016), 16 provinces are
targeted by street children, including, North
Sumatra, West Sumatra, Riau Islands, South
Sumatra, Lampung, Jakarta, Banten, West
Java, Central Java, Yogyakarta, East Java,
East Nusa Tenggara, West Nusa Tenggara,
South Kalimantan, West Kalimantan, and
South Sulawesi. The data are obtained from
data on the number of street children han-
dled by the Ministry of Social Affairs of the
Republic of Indonesia. Out of those prov-
inces, Yogyakarta is one of the provinces
prone to the growth of street children. The
data on the number of street children in
Yogyakarta handled until 2017 is presented
in Table 1.

Table 1. Number of Street Children in

Yogyakarta
Years Number of Street Children
2013 212
2014 220
2015 219
2016 327
2017 348

Source: (Regional Development Planning
Agency, 2018)

The number of street children which
tend to increase will certainly become a vital
urgency to discuss. It certainly concerns the
fate of education that can accommodate the
collection of children. We know Yogyakarta
as a city of student because many schools are
growing and developing well in this city, in
addition, Yogyakarta is also a destination for
the wider community to take their education



both from within or outside Yogyakarta area
itself (Goenawan & Harnoko, 1993). How-
evet, it would be ironic if education for street
children was not taken into account even
though Yogyakarta is one of the provinces
with a steady growth in street children.

Education for street children is still
seen as a formal matter, which means that
when children take part in learning activities
at school, they are considered to have already
received education, but it cannot ascertain
how they will stop taking to the streets to
complain about their fate. More than that,
the condition of street children is different
from children in general who still have intact,
caring, and always available families to take
care of their development. Street children
have their own views about how they live
their lives and try to survive amid the dif-
ficulties of their families and economic con-
ditions (Ray, 2017).

Treating street children is not just
about sending them to the 12-year compul-
sory education level, but more than that, it is
about giving a value of life that is beneficial
to the wider community. Of course, this is in
line with the meaning and bases of education
that was proposed by Ki Hadjar Dewantoro
before. Education does not only come from
formal schools but can also come from many
sources. One of them is humanizing educa-
tion like the one at Rumah Impian Founda-
tion, Yogyakarta. Thus, this research evalu-
ates how education for street children is cat-
ried out at the Rumah Impian Foundation
and provides appropriate recommendations
in order to reduce the number of street chil-
dren in Yogyakarta, and broadly throughout
Indonesia.

Research Method

This study is an evaluation research
using a responsive evaluation model with a
qualitative approach which was developed
by Stake (Stake, 2005). This evaluation is
called a client-centered evaluation. Accord-
ing to Stake, evaluation is called a response if
it meets three criteria: (1) more oriented di-
rectly to program activities, than program
objectives; (2) respond to the requirements
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of the audience's information needs; and (3)
perspectives of different values from people
served are reported in the success and failure
of the program. This model was used be-
cause the tresearchers want to understand
more in the activities of implementing
education for street children (Stufflebeam,
Madaus, & Kellaghan, 2000). Furthermore,
the information needed in this evaluation
model is rational, antecedent, transaction,
and outcome. Rational is intended to find
out the background of the philosophy and
the basic purpose of a program. The antece-
dent is used to see the input or initial condi-
tions of the program. Transaction regarding
the process was carried out by Rumah
Impian Foundation in conducting education
for street children, while the outcome ex-
plains the results of the program (Worthen
& Sanders, 1973).

The principle used in processing data
from the evaluation results is the descriptive
naturalistic principle by finding the conti-
ngency or possibility that can occur as well
as the congruency or conformity with the
expected goals. Conformity was obtained by
comparing the results of interviews, study
documents, and observations in the field.
Data collection was done using direct obser-
vation, in-depth interviews, and document
studies.

The sampling technique used in this
research was purposive sampling with snow-
ball sampling, in which the researchers inter-
viewed the chairperson of the foundation as
the primary informant, one staff member
who also works at the Rumah Impian Foun-
dation, and two street children. Besides, the
researchers also examined the documents
that were used as a reference for imple-
menting the educational services program,
such as the certificates of legality and letters
of cooperation with other parties. The re-
search took place at Rumah Impian Foun-
dation Yogyakarta, located in Purwomartani,
Sleman, Yogyakarta. In data analysis, the
techniques used were qualitative analysis,
data collection, data reduction, data pre-
sentation, and also conclusion drawing
(Miles & Huberman, 1994).
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Findings and Discussion
General Description of the Location

Rumah Impian Foundation is a non-
profit foundation that is engaged in the so-
cial sector that is concerned with the fate of
street children, especially in Yogyakarta. The
Rumah Impian Foundation began its ap-
proach to street children in 1999. In 1999,
the Foundation had not yet been established
but still as a movement to care for street
children in Yogyakarta containing students
who were studying in Yogyakarta and named
Rumah Impian (Source: Interview data, 12
December 2018).

Developing the potential of street chil-
dren is certainly not easy, so following the
development, the community of the move-
ment began to expand in 2006 and formed a
foundation named Rumah Impian Foun-
dation. The choice of the name is due to the
existence of regulation from the government
that the name of an established foundation
must use an Indonesian-termed name, and if
a foreign language is used, it must have an
acronym or an abbreviation in Indonesian.
In 20006, the foundation first owned a half-
way house located in Jetis Yogyakarta.

In 2008 the foundation continued to
grow to have several shelters to accommo-
date street children. In the process of its
founding, many obstacles were experienced,
such as rejection from the comunities at
some areas in Yogyakarta. However, the
Rumah Impian Foundation itself has a belief
that every street child has equal rights in all
fields, especially in the field of education.
They have the right to reach their aspira-
tions, and they need the right support to live
an independent life in achieving their aspira-
tions, being responsible for themselves and
having a caring attitude towards others and
their environment. The activities done in the
foundation is presented in Figure 2.

In approaching street children, the
Rumah Impian Foundation continues to de-
velop holistic methods to assist children at
risk. Funds used by the foundation in assist-
ing the implementation of mentoring activ-
ities come from regular donors, as well as
general donors spread across several regions
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in Indonesia. The children at risk are cate-
gorized as follows: (1) Children who cannot
reach their dreams or be kept away from
their dreams; (2) children living on the
streets aged 0-15 years; (3) children with
marginal or low income; (4) children in ac-
cordance with the age range determined by
the child convention which is 0-17 years old;
and (5) children whose communities and
families face the law.

Figure 2. Documentation of the Activities
of the Rumah Impian Foundation (Source:
Field Documentation)

Rumah Impian Foundation has the
belief that every street child has their own
dreams. They are then fostered and accom-
panied by using a family approach so that
there are no differences that can hinder their
dreams.

This foundation has a vision, mission,
and values that must be adhered to by street
children guided by them, besides that it is
also used as a companion as a stepping stone
to accompany street children (see Figure 3).
The vision of the Rumah Impian Foun-
dation is "transforming the lives of children
at risk through dreams that affect others"
(Document study, December 2018). Mean-
while, the mission of the Rumah Impian
Foundation is contained in three points: (1)
accompanying children at risk as friends; (2)
facilitating children at risk of realizing im-
pactful dreams; (3) building a network to
care about children's dreams. Then, for the
values that exist in the Rumah Impian Foun-
dation that they believe, (1) children have the
right to dream and realize their dreams in a



supportive community - the road is not a
good place for children; (2) children need to
grow into individuals who have an impact on
others - the transformation of children's lives
begins with dreams.

YAYASAN RUMAH INPIAN INDONESIA

Figure 3. Vision and Mission of the Dream
House Foundation. Source (Field
Documentation)

Until now, the foundation continues
to move and build the dreams of street chil-
dren and help them to make them come true
by providing many things for the street chil-
dren, one of which is the Education Center
program at the stage of intervention in street
children. Rumah Impian Foundation be-
lieves that education is one of the rights that
street children must get. Through education,
they can actualize themselves into what they
dream of.

The education center is a dream house
built for street children (Sajiwo, 2018). The
purpose of this education center is for street
children so that they can actualize them-
selves through learning, reading, drawing, to
playing, and so on. The location of the Edu-
cation Center is also available in several re-
gions, meaning that the Rumah Impian
Foundation does not only have one Educa-
tion Center, but they are also spread in sev-
eral regions. The areas targeted by the Edu-
cation Center are scattered at several points,
namely Sidomulyo, Tukangan, Ngemplak,
Wonocatur, and Jogoyudan (Sajiwo, 2018).

This education center program pot-
trays how the foundation cares about educa-
tion for street children. However, it is neces-
sary to conduct an in-depth study of how
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education is carried out in it so that it can be
known more deeply about the feasibility of
the Education Center program at Rumah
Impian Foundation.

Evaluation of Street Children Education

The evaluation of street children edu-
cation is based on data on the number of
street children in Yogyakarta in the last five
years, as shown in Figure 4. Based on these
data, it is necessary to conduct an initial ana-
lysis of the possible growth in the number of
street children.
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Figure 4. Projection of the Number of
Street Children in Yogyakarta (Regional
Development Planning Agency, 2018)

Based on the data in Figure 4, it is
known that there is a significant increase in
the number of street children from year to
year. It can be seen from the data of the last
five years, which are, of course, referred to
as predictive data for the following years.
The increasing number of street children is
mostly caused by economic problems. De-
mands to fulfill life's needs make children
late to experience the education that is ap-
propriate to their age.

Street children who want to live better
certainly become the main trigger in taking
risky actions, namely taking to the streets.
The desire to improve economic life and get
money to meet daily food needs is the main
thing they do. Apart from that, parents who
feel less prosperous in the economy also
prefer to employ their children to sing or just
ask for mercy from others. On average, the
street children in Yogyakarta themselves
come from the Yogyakarta environment,
which belongs to the marginal area.
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Apart from these increases, the pro-
gram and also assistance to tackle street chil-
dren are not small, many communities of
observers of street children in Yogyakarta
who volunteered to help them reach their
dreams, of course, did not leave the realm of
education. The program carried out by the
Social Service itself is in the form of a pro-
gram that provides services and protection
for children with social problems. However,
the prediction of the increasing number of
street children in Yogyakarta cannot be a-
voided. Therefore, it is necessary to conduct
an in-depth evaluation so that it is known
how the Education Center program is imple-
mented at the Rumah Impian Foundation to
have an impact on street children.

Rational Stage

At this stage, the implementation of
education is viewed from a philosophical
aspect, namely the purpose of education for
street children. The background of educa-
tion for street children at the Rumah Impian
Foundation itself is first seeing the enthusi-
asm of street children who want to achieve
their dreams, but many of the street children
are hit with facilities and other things that
make them not have the confidence to a-
chieve their dreams. Starting from this point,
education is directed at how they achieve
their dreams (Interview data, December 12,
2018). Another thing behind the implemen-
tation of education for street children is
opening their dreams that were once on the
road to what they dreamed of. Through the
desire to make appropriate changes for street
children the founders of the foundation
make a breakthrough, namely to open the
horizons of street children, especially in the
field of education.

Then, from 2003 to 2009, the number
of street children in Yogyakarta seen at
intersections or major roads continued to
grow from 10 to 15 children by developing
the initial meeting as a transit house (Inter-
view data, December 12, 2018). The imple-
mentation of the background is in accor-
dance with what is in the field; the foun-
dation has an education center which is cut-
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rently engaged in education for street chil-
dren. Not only learning, playing, and honing
skills, but more than that the foundation also
facilitates and fosters them if they want to
continue to a higher level of education
(Interview data, 12 December 2018). From
document studies, there are education center
activities that are still running today and are
developing by recruiting volunteers who care
about street children.

Apntecendent Stage

The antecedent stage is what the input
is, which is the condition of the initial imple-
mentation of education for street children.
This first step is to recruit volunteers who
must comply with the rules or policies issued
by the Rumah Impian Foundation. Recruit-
ment of volunteers is conducted every three
months, taking into account several criteria,
namely: (1) must comply with child protec-
tion, because the foundation has a policy on
child protection, starting from taking photos
to joking with street children also regulated
in this policy; (2) cooperating with several in-
ternship institutions: the Netherlands and
United States of America.

Some of these volunteers were de-
ployed directly to foster and assist street
children who were also assigned to the office
to create programs for street children. Then,
for the financial input, the foundation is
carried out using a donation system, because
the foundation is engaged with the nonprofit
sector so that the financial system is also
limited.

From the results of the field studies
and the input implementation documents,
they have proceeded. Accordingly, they have
recruited volunteers with due regard to the
existing criteria, and then for the apprentice
volunteers, they are also given the same
policy that must comply with child protec-
tion. Then, the approach to street children is
done by home visits and also a family
approach to assisting street children to pay
attention to their dreams and want to de-
velop themselves. In addition, to ensure the
safeguard rights and protections related to
the personal data of street children, the foun-



dation also applies strict things, that is, by
not publishing the names of street children
they are taking care of, related to their per-
sonal rights.

Assessment for children assisted by
the Rumah Impian Foundation was carried
out by looking at the characteristics of street
children. When the research took place, the
mentors who were also carrying out formal
education are 120 people, and they still lived
with their families. There are two places of
shelter that accommodate street children for
24 hours, and three districts are available for
the assisted activities, namely Yogyakarta
Municipality, Bantul Regency, and Sleman
Regency. This activity was also supported by
street contact or outreach children directly
on the road.

Transaction Stage

The transaction stage is related to the
process of implementing street children edu-
cation at Rumah Impian Foundation. The
process for carrying out street children's
education is to direct them by developing the
potential that exists within them. Provide
direction that education is not only obtained
through formal education, but education can
be obtained in many ways. Indeed, street
children need to receive a formal education.
This process is carried out by cooperating
with various education providers, both
through education, chasing packages and en-
tering children into schools or early educa-
tion institutions that work with the foun-
dation.

For now, the facilities provided by the
Rumah Impian Foundation are helping them
to enter formal schools, because the school
is a stepping stone to find their identity, a
place in which they are trained to be able to
adapt to the environment outside the street
(in the sense of having friends who are not
from the street environment and channeling
children to outside school activities such as
soccer schools and other courses). Accord-
ing to the foundation, to achieve the need to
pass dreams, namely through bridges and
bridges, the development of soft skills and
formal schools is also developed.
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The Rumah Impian Foundation also
collaborates with the school founded by
Romo Mangun. The collaboration provided
includes a discount for school fees. The
foundation considers that formal education
is necessary for street children as a stepping
stone to achieve their dreams. Then the in-
volvement of volunteers in conducting train-
ing was also seen by the development of
activities in the education center. Not only
learning, but street children are also given the
knowledge of other self-development such
as self-actualization.

The process activities are certainly in
accordance with what was done by the foun-
dation. It was evidenced by the collaboration
document between the school and the foun-
dation, then also the schedule of learning
activities at the Foundation. Also, the proc-
ess of involvement of street children is start-
ing to be active in achieving their dreams by
formally attending school.

Outcome Stage

The stages of the outcome are related
to the results to be achieved by the Rumah
Impian Foundation, that are, the education
of street children, in which street children
must be able to actualize themselves, make
them better and more aware to the environ-
ment. Not a few street children who con-
tinue their education to a higher level, such
as entering a university with a direction they
want include sports teachers, midwives, and
becoming nurses, in addition to street chil-
dren who attend vocational schools they
choose to work directly in accordance with
the majors they take.

Also, there are street children who
have succeeded in becoming student council
leaders in their schools, of course, this is
proof that the desired expectations have
been consistent with the achievement of
street children's education. The number of
street children cartied out with assistance in
formal schools amounts to 120 people who
are spread throughout Yogyakarta.

The foundation issues a policy if the
child can stand on their dreams; each of
them will be expelled or handed over to their
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parents. Then, the foundation will issue a
support system that can channel the dreams
of street children into reality.

The results in the field show the
compatibility between what is supposed to
be and the reality. In this case, the foun-
dation continues to develop education cen-
ters through fun learning to prevent street
children from going back to the streets and
also giving them opportunities to work and
make a career. When the street children have
succeeded in achieving what they want, the
foundation does not break the relationship
but builds good relations with the family; this
happens in all street children assisted in the
assisted locations in each district. This activ-
ity is also carried out by using an activity
matrix that can be carried out and can be
controlled by each activity.

Conclusion

Street children's education carried out
by Rumah Impian Foundation is an educa-
tion that leads to self-actualization of street
children. Education is directed towards a-
chieving the dreams they wish for.

The evaluation produces conclusions
at several stages. The first is the rational
stage, in which the educational background
for street children emerges, namely with
concern to make the founders of the foun-
dation establish a foundation that focuses on
achieving the dreams of street children and
establishing an education center involving
street children accompanied by volunteers.
The second is antecedent stages, in which
the education implementation input educa-
tion input should involve education, in this
case, the foundation has also involved volun-
teers to conduct fun-based learning activ-
ities, with the hope that street children are
not quickly bored with the learning done. It
is in accordance with the conditions of street
children in the Rumah Impian Foundation,
where, the input is made in accordance with
the volunteer recruitment and also provides
rules for the interests of the rights of street
children fostered by the foundation. The
third stage is the transaction, in which the
process of education for street children
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should be carried out in accordance with
their conditions.

The findings indicate that there is a
match between what the foundation does
and what it should do. The foundation facili-
tates street children who need education by
helping them complete their vocational edu-
cation courses, including those in early child-
hood education, and also in collaboration
with schools that can facilitate formal educa-
tion for street children. Then, in terms of the
accuracy of the teaching process in the edu-
cation center, training is also given to volun-
teers to foster street children according to
their talents and abilities, so that it is appro-
priate.

The fourth stage is the outcome, in
which the Rumah Impian Foundation re-
quires street children not to go back to the
street anymore, and children can succeed in
actualizing themselves. In other words, it is
called the termination process, carried out to
foster the independence of street children,
and also provide a broader life experience by
providing connections to the world of work
through the schools they have chosen. Data
in the field shows that the foundation has
carried out this termination process well,
proven by the street children who had
passed through the intervention process to
get a better life. It is certainly in accordance
with the goals of the Rumah Impian Foun-
dation.
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