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 Solar thermal collectors are widely applied in various areas; one of 
them is solar water heating system. Inside the solar water heating 
system, there is a heat exchanger system located on thermal storage 
tank. It needs to develop the most efficient heat exchanger with some 
limited installation area. Helical coil heat exchanger is chosen as an 
alternative for saving the installation space by the coil helix geometry. 
The main difference between the helical heat exchanger and shell and 
tube heat exchanger is the geometry. This geometry causes differences 
in heat transfer process, as a result of the secondary flow in the fluid. 
This study analyzed the effect of the pipe diameter variance to heat 
transfer of helical coil heat exchanger, applied to solar water heating 
systems, performed by using three helical coils with pipe diameters 
variation, with an outer diameter of 6.4; 4.9; 2.95 mm. The heat 
transfer performance was analyzed by dimensionless number 
relationship with Wilson Plot technique. The experiment showed that, 
the performance of helical coil heat exchanger is better at bigger 
diameter. Forced convection inside the pipe obeyed 𝑵𝒖𝒊 = 𝑪𝒊. 𝑹𝒆𝟎.𝟕 
with various 𝑪𝒊   number. The values of  𝑪𝒊  are bigger at bigger pipe 
diameter and higher hot water temperature. 
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INTRODUCTION  

The solar energy has been utilized for some activities. Some technologies were developed 

related to the application of solar energy, one of them is solar collector (Murugan et al., 2022). The solar 

collector is an equipment to capture solar energy and convert it to heat to be transferred into working 

fluid. The solar collectors have been applied for some aspects, i.e., solar water heater, solar cooling and 

heating system, solar water desalination, industrial system, power system, etc (Saxena et al., 2020). 

The solar water heater itself is a device which utilize solar radiation as an energy source 

(Missaoui et al., 2021). This device consisted by solar collector, storage tank, pump, heat exchanger, 

auxiliary heating system (can be in the form of electric heater), and heating control panel (Prabhanjan 

et al., 2004). There are some principles of solar collectors type, one of them is indirect heating which 
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apply heat exchanger in the storage tank (Langerova et al., 2023). This indirect system works with 

collecting solar energy and circulate the heat through working fluid (Najafabadi et al., 2022). In some 

system, there are 2 heat exchangers with different principle, called them as HE I and HE II. The HE I 

working as heat supplier located in the solar collector to absorb heat from solar collector to distribute 

into working fluid, while the HE II work as heat absorber located in the storage tank to absorb heat from 

working fluid. The water collected from HE II then will be used as hot water for domestic and household 

supply. 

Heat exchanger collector configuration can be in the form of shell and tube, double-pipe, shell 

and frame, coil helix, and etc (Yuan et al., 2024). Some studies stated that the helical coil heat exchanger 

has more advantages than the other type of heat exchangers due to its geometrical configuration. There 

is a secondary flow from a centrifugal force due to its curvature shape which contribute to more heat 

transfer performed in heat exchanger (Prabhanjan et al., 2002). This flow produces higher efficiency of 

heat transfer process. The performance analysis needs to determine the effect of geometrical variation, 

such as pipe diameter, curvature diameter, and pitch ratio to the heat transfer efficiency. More efficient 

heat transfer process will produce the optimal heat exchanger design, which probably produce less 

production and operational cost (Duan et al., 2024). 

The previous studies had determined some performance analysis based on curvature variation 

in high temperature application. The curvature itself is a pipe to coil diameter ratio. The domestic solar 

water heater aims to produce the warm water which is comfortable for domestic use, e.g. around 40 ºC. 

Therefore, it needs to study the performance analysis when it is applied on medium temperature 

application (50 – 90 °C inlet water temperature). This research aims to identify the performance analysis 

based on pipe diameter variation, by determining some dimensionless number parameter. The 

relationship between Nusselt and Reynolds number inside the pipe was identified to define the heat 

transfer characteristic (Hozien et al., 2021). Karima E. Amori (Amori & Sherza, 2013) has been studied 

the heat transfer rate, pressure difference, heat transfer effectiveness, friction factor, and collector 

efficiency with different flow rate as 1.8, 3, 6, and 9L/minutes. The result showed that the heat transfer 

inside the coil pipe was increasing following the increment of flow rate; therefore, the collector 

efficiency was also increased 

The other correlation between Nusselt and other dimensionless number for heat transfer inside 

the pipe was also experimented by Jayakumar. The equation (1) showed the relationship among Nusselt, 

Reynolds, Prandtl, and curvature ratio (Jayakumar, 2012). 

𝑁𝑢 = 0,116 𝑅𝑒 , 𝑃𝑟 , 𝛿 ,           (1) 

Comparison of heat transfer performance between helical coil heat exchanger and shell and 

straight pipe heat exchanger had been studied by some researchers. While Prabhanjan had also studied 

about a natural convection of helical coil pipe surface and its water bath. The heat transfer coefficient 

outside the pipe is not only affected by heat exchanger geometry, but also the water bath temperature of 
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heat exchanger. However, the flow rate inside the pipe coil does not have impact to the natural 

convection process of heat exchanger (Prabhanjan et al., 2002). 

 

METHOD 

This research considered the heat exchanger system by using helical coil on storage tank of solar 

water heater. The heat circulation from solar collector was out of scope. Helical coil was located on the 

hot water bath, with the cold fluid was flowing through the coil pipe. The experiment was performed by 

prototype, laboratory scale with the scheme shown by Figure 1. The temperature measurement was 

performed on 4 locations, e.g. cold-water inlet, cold water outlet, the top side of hot water bath, and 

bottom side of hot water bath. This temperature data would be used to calculate the logarithmic mean 

temperature difference or LMTD. 

The experiment performed three different coils with pipe diameter variation, but the same heat 

transfer area. The specification of each helical coil is shown by Table I. The data collection had been 

performed each 5 minutes range, with the period was 50 ms. The data should be recorded from the 

transient to steady state. The boundary condition of the research is shown by Table II. Each coil was 

tested by three different fluid flow rate and three different hot water bath starting temperature. Each 

experiment was repeated for three times. 

 
Figure 1. Experimental Scheme 

 

Table 1. Coil Specification 

Coil 

Dimension 

do (mm) 
di 

(mm) 
Pitch 
(mm) 

D (mm) N H (mm) Ao (m2) 

Coil I 6.4 4.05 10 90 7 55.4 0.038 

Coil II 4.9 3.05 10 90 9 67.9 0.038 

Coil III 2.95 1.45 10 90 15 107.95 0.038 

 
do: Pipe outside diameter 
di : Pipe inside diameter 
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D: Coil diameter 
N: Number of coil winding 
H: Helical coil height 
Ao:Heat transfer area (by outside diameter) 

 

Table 2. Experimental Scope 

Coil I Coil II Coil III 

V 
Re 

v 
Re 

v 
Re 

(m/s) (m/s) (m/s) 

0.39 2698.75 0.68 3583.58 1.44 3354.54 

0.25 1741.13 0.44 2311.99 1.01 2348.18 

0.18 1285.12 0.33 1706.47 0.68 1583.04 

 
v: Fluid velocity 
Re: Reynolds Number 

 

From the measured temperature, analyzed the heat received by cold fluid 𝑄   and logarithmic 

mean temperature difference (LMTD). Based on energy balance of helical coil heat exchanger on 

storage tank, the received heat of cold fluid was equal with the heat transferred from hot fluid. The 

equation for 𝑄  and 𝐿𝑀𝑇𝐷is shown by equation (2), (3), and (4). 

𝑄 = �̇� × 𝑐 × 𝑇 − 𝑇        (2) 

𝐿𝑀𝑇𝐷 =
 

       (3) 

𝑄 = 𝑄          (4) 

While 𝑄 was the transferred heat from hot fluid. The value of 𝑄  and LMTD was analyzed by 

Wilson Plot to get the heat transfer coefficient (Seara, 2007). 

Overall thermal resistance is shown by equation (5) to equation (8). 

𝑅 =
𝐿𝑀𝑇𝐷

𝑄
 

(5) 

𝑅 =
1

ℎ . 𝐴
+

ln 
𝑑

𝑑

2. 𝜋. 𝑘 . 𝐿
+

1

ℎ . 𝐴
 

(6) 

𝑅 = 𝑅 + 𝑅 + 𝑅  (7) 

𝑅 =
1

𝑈. 𝐴
 

(8) 

 

The inside and outside heat transfer coefficient was calculated by original Wilson Plot as shown 

by Figure 2, equation (9) to (12). 

𝐶 = 𝑅 + 𝑅  (9) 

𝑅 = 𝑅 + 𝐶  (10) 

𝑅 =
1

ℎ . 𝐴
 

(11) 
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ℎ = 𝐶 . 𝑣  (12) 

  

 

 

Figure 2. Original Wilson Plot (Seara, 2007) 

The dimensionless number correlation was used to reflect the fluid flow characteristic, helical 

coil geometry (helix curvature), and heat transfer characteristic. Dimensionless number equation of heat 

transfer used the calculated heat transfer coefficient. Heat transfer inside the pipe obeyed equation (13). 

𝑁𝑢 = 𝑓(𝑅𝑒)  (13) 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

The measured temperature showed the transient state at initial, then steady state after some time. 

The measured temperature of the bottom of water bath was lower than the upper side due to the natural 

convection. The temperature difference led density change of the water. Density on the upper side of 

water bath was lower than the bottom side. The experiment used quasi-steady assumption on the 

analysis, therefore the sampling data used after transient state, e.g. approximately after 50s. The data to 

be analysed was random sampled from overall process data. 

Wall resistance from coil I, II, and III, were 9.48×10-5; 7.52×10-5; and 6.78×10-5 respectively. 

Since the wall resistance was very small compare with other resistance, this value was neglected. The 

convection phenomenon led more significant impact to the heat transfer process, therefore some other 

research studies only focused on convection process. The convection coefficients were analysed from 

Wilson Plot. 

The analysis differentiated the Wilson Plot for the coils with its each hot water bath temperature. 

The convection inside the pipe was categorized as forced convection due to the cold fluid flow, therefore 

we used Nusselt and Reynolds correlation on each curvature ratio. Nusselt number was used for 

characterizing the convection and conduction through the pipe, while Reynolds number was reflecting 

the turbulent or laminer the flow was. Equation (18) shows the correlation between Nusselt and 

Reynolds number. 

𝑁𝑢 = 𝐶 . 𝑅𝑒 .      (14) 
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The 𝐶  was a constant used for coefficient of Reynolds number exponential equation. The thermal 

properties were assumed constant, e.g. 𝑐 , 𝜌, and 𝜇; therefore, constant Prandtl number. Constant 

curvature ratio was used for all experiment. The exponent for Reynolds number (𝑛 = 0.7) came from 

the value given by Wilson plot by least square method. The 𝐶  value for each coil and hot water bath 

temperature 𝑻𝒘 (ºC) is shown by Table III, varies in the range 0.018 to 0.325. 

Table 3. 𝑪𝒊  constanst value 

Coil I Coil II Coil III 

𝑻𝒘 (ºC) 𝑪𝒊 𝑻𝒘 (ºC) 𝑪𝒊 𝑻𝒘 (ºC) 𝑪𝒊 

50 0.061 50 0.141 50 0.018 

70 0.325 70 0.036 70 0.019 

90 0.056 90 0.058   

 
The figure 3, 4, and 5 shows the 𝑁𝑢  and 𝑅𝑒 correlation for each coil, by hot water bath 

temperature 50, 70, and 90 ºC respectively. 

 

Figure 3. Comparison with the previous research for 𝑵𝒖𝒊 and 𝑹𝒆 correlation for hot water bath temperature 50 ºC 

 

 
Figure 4. Comparison with the previous research for 𝑵𝒖𝒊 and 𝑹𝒆 correlation for hot water bath temperature 70 ºC 
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Figure 5. Comparison with the previous research for 𝑵𝒖𝒊 and 𝑹𝒆 correlation for hot water bath temperature 90 ºC 

From Figure 3, the highest heat transfer was occurred in Coil II when on hot water bath 

temperature 𝑇 = 50 ℃. Coil I and Coil III on the second and third position respectively. Coil I, Coil 

II, and Coil III pipe diameters got smaller respectively. The slope gradient in Wilson's plot for Coil II 

was too small so the convection coefficient in the resulting pipe was too high. The slope gradient was 

inversely proportional to the value of ℎ , so the smaller the slope gradient the greater the value of ℎ . 

The value of ℎ  was used in the calculation of the 𝑁𝑢  number.  

As for the equation of the study results by Jayakumar, 2012, it showed that the higher the 

curvature ratio, the higher the Nusselt number, even though the difference was not too significant. The 

three curvature ratios (𝑑/𝐷) in the research results showed a similar trend. The overall results of the 

study were lower than the results obtained by Jayakumar. In this study, the value of 𝑁𝑢  obtained was 

at 2.97 <𝑁𝑢  <39.12; while, the experiments by Jayakumar were collected in the range of values 26.08 

<𝑁𝑢 <52.36. In addition, the range of experimental conditions used by Jayakumar was higher than the 

range of experimental conditions carried out in this study. Jayakumar experimental conditions using 

fluid flow with Reynolds numbers was included in the turbulent regime, while the experimental 

conditions in this study used laminar flow and transition. In addition, the curvature ratio used by 

Jayakumar is 0.05 <𝑑 ⁄ 𝐷 <0.2. From Figure 3, it is also found that the higher the Reynolds number, the 

higher the Nusselt number (Nu ). 

For the experimental conditions at heating water temperature of 70 ºC is shown in Figure 4. The 

values of Nu  from high to low respectively occurred in Coil I, Coil II, and Coil III. Coil II and Coil III 

had Nusselt numbers which were not much different. In the Wilson plot, the slope gradient of Coil III 

was relatively the same compared to the slope gradient of Coil II at the same heating water temperature. 

The convection coefficient on Coil I differed too much when compared to the other two coils. This was 

because the Wilson Coil I plot in the temperature range was too steep and had a high enough deviation 

of more than 20%. The value of Nu  Coil I was also higher than the research by Jayakumar. 
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Coil II and Coil III had almost the same trend, but Coil I had a trend that was too steep as a 

result of the cooling water flow rate that was not in accordance with the specified value. In Coil II and 

Coil III, the data collected in the range 3.49 <𝑁𝑢 <11.14, but Coil I is at a value of 48.82 <𝑁𝑢  <82.07. 

In contrast to research by Jayakumar, all coils were at a value of 27.23 <𝑁𝑢 <54.66. 

Under experimental conditions with heating water temperature of 90ºC, the Nusselt numbers in 

the pipes for Coil I and Coil II did not differ greatly and showed a similar trend. The yield of Nusselt 

numbers in both coils was at 11.31 <𝑁𝑢 <19.33, lower than the Nusselt number in Jayakumar research 

which was 33.45 < 𝑁𝑢 <55.66. The heat transfer of convection in the pipe at that temperature is shown 

in Figure 5. From Figure 5, all the numbers Nu  produced in this study are lower than previous studies, 

because the flow regime used is different. 

This research had some limitation regarding water flowrate variation. It needs to perform the 

wider flowrate range to get the more accurate correlation among dimensionless numbers. The flow 

controller is also required to be applied to maintain the flow consistency; therefore, the result will be 

more accurate. 

 

CONCLUSION  

Increased fluid velocity caused an increase in the value of the performance of heat transfer inside 

the pipe of the helical coil heat exchanger. This was evidenced by the increase in the value of  𝑁𝑢  with 

an increase in the value of Reynolds numbers in all coils. In addition, the greater the value of the diameter 

of the pipe on the helical coil, the heat transfer that occurred was faster because the higher the heat 

transfer value. 

The relationship between the transfer coefficient of convection in the pipe with the diameter of 

the pipe is shown by the equation 𝑁𝑢 = 𝐶 . 𝑅𝑒 . , with the value of varied 𝐶 . The higher the diameter 

of the pipe increases the value of the constant 𝐶 . The higher the temperature of the heating water, the 

higher the 𝐶 constant value. 

When applied to solar water heating systems, water heaters were more effective using large 

diameter coils, because they were faster at delivering heat. 

As for heat transfer outside the pipe, the large diameter of the pipe did not have a significant 

effect on the performance of the heat exchanger. The higher the Rayleigh number, the higher the value 

of the dimensionless number 𝑁𝑢 . The relationship between the transfer coefficient of convection 

outside the pipe with the pipe diameter is shown by the equation 𝑁𝑢 = 𝐶 . 𝑅𝑎 . , with the 𝐶  value 

varying for each coil on the difference in heating water temperature. The higher the heating water 

temperature, the greater the 𝐶  constant value. 

REFERENCES 

Amori, K. E., & Sherza, J. S. (2013). An Investigation of Shell-Helical Coiled Tube Heat Exchanger 
Used for Solar Water Heating System. Innovative Systems Design and Engineering, 4(15) 



  

 
 
 

Jurnal Dinamika Vokasional Teknik Mesin, Volume.09 No.1, April 2024|   9 

Duan, Yiran., Zhang, Xiaoyan., Han, Ziyi., Liu, Qingjiang., Li, Xingge., Li, Linchuan (2024). Numerical 
investigation of coupled heat transfer and flow characteristics in helical coil heat exchanger for 
mine water waste heat recovery. International Journal of Thermal Sciences, Volume 202, 
109089, ISSN 1290-0729, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijthermalsci.2024.109089. 

Hozien, Osama., El-Maghlany, Wael M., Sorour, Medhat M., Mohamed, Yasser S (2021). Experimental 
study on heat transfer and pressure drop characteristics utilizing three types of water based 
nanofluids in a helical coil under isothermal boundary condition. Journal of the Taiwan Institute 
of Chemical Engineers, Volume 128, Pages 237-252, ISSN 1876-1070, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jtice.2021.08.028. 

Jayakumar, J. S. (2012).  Helically Coiled Heat Exchanger. Prof. Dept of Mechanical Engineering. 
Amrita School of Engineering. India 

Kern, D. Q. (1965). ProcessHeat Transfer. McGraw-Hill, Japan 
Langerova, Erik., Matuska, Tomas (2023). One-dimensional modelling of sensible heat storage tanks 

with immersed helical coil heat exchangers: A critical review, Journal of Energy Storage, 
Volume 72, Part C, 108507, ISSN 2352-152X, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.est.2023.108507. 

Missaoui, Sami., Driss, Zied ., Slama, Romdhane Ben., Chaouachi, Bechir (2021). Numerical analysis 
of the heat pump water heater with immersed helically coiled tubes, Journal of Energy Storage, 
Volume 39, 102547, ISSN 2352-152X. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.est.2021.102547. 

Murugan, M., Saravanan A., Elumalai, P.V., Kumar, Pramod., Saleel, C. Ahamed., Samuel, Olusegun 
David., Setiyo, Muji., Enweremadu, Christopher C., Afzal, Asif (2022). An overview on energy 
and exergy analysis of solar thermal collectors with passive performance enhancers. Alexandria 
Engineering Journal, Volume 61, Issue 10, 2022. Pages 8123-8147, ISSN 1110-0168. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aej.2022.01.052. 

Najafabadi, Maryam Fallah., Farhadi, Mousa., Rostami, Hossein Talebi (2022). Numerically analysis 
of a Phase-change Material in concentric double-pipe helical coil with turbulent flow as thermal 
storage unit in solar water heaters. Journal of Energy Storage, Volume 55, Part C, 105712, ISSN 
2352-152X,https://doi.org/10.1016/j.est.2022.105712. 

Prabhanjan, D. G., Raghavan, G. S. V., & Rennie, T. J. (2002). Comparison of Heat Transfer Rates 
Between a Straight Tube Heat Exchanger and a Helically Coiled Heat Exchanger. lnternational 
Communication Hesat Mass Transfer, 29(2), 185-191 

Prabhanjan, D. G., Rennie, T. J., & Raghavan, G. S. V. (2004). Natural Convection Heat Transfer from 
Helical Coiled Tubes. International Journal of Thermal Sciences 43, 359–365 

Saxena, Abhishek., Agarwal, Nitin., Cuce, Erdem (2020). Thermal performance evaluation of a solar 
air heater integrated with helical tubes carrying phase change material. Journal of Energy 
Storage, Volume 30, 101406, ISSN 2352-152X, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.est.2020.101406. 

Seara, J. F., Uhıa, F. J., Sieres, J., & Campo, A. (2007). A General Review of the Wilson Plot Method 
and its Modifications to Determine Convection Coefficients in Heat Exchange Devices. Applied 
Thermal Engineering, 27, 2745–2757 

Shirgirel, N. D., & Kumar, P. V. (2013). Review on Comparative Study between Helical Coil and 
Straight Tube Heat Exchanger. IOSR Journal of Mechanical and Civil Engineering, (8), 55-59 

Yuan, Yuyang., Cao, Jiaming., Zhang, Zhao., Xiao, Zhengyan., Wang, Xuesheng (2024). Experimental 
and numerical simulation study of a novel double shell-passes multi-layer helically coiled tubes 
heat exchanger, International Journal of Heat and Mass Transfer, Volume 227, 125497, ISSN 
0017-9310,https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijheatmasstransfer.2024.125497. 

 
 
 
 
 


